Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






'■ ■* ■ 








\\. 



r 1?") 



>^ 



^ %^ 



> 



, I 









■ .*»■/ . *-.'■■ '*'■■■ ' 



•»■ 






I. ■ 



N 






1 • ' 



w.S... 









\- 



■. . rX ■ ■ ' 



ir 



\ 



!'■' 



1 ■ ' 



!,■ 



t 



p 



«L' . 









L EG A G Y 



TO HIS 



PARISHIONERS. 



X^;<XX>C<X^^JWO0CC<)KXX^<CC^ 



A 

LEGACY 

T O H I S 

PARISHIONERS. 



By a Member of the Society for promoting 
• Christian Knowledge. 






W I S B I C H; 

Printed by Edward Ely, for the Author. 

MDCCLXXII. 



/Jfl. I . SH\. 






» • 



■MPHMBHM^H«iMMwa«fe«Mi«Wni««MMMai«M«l 



A 

LEGACY TO his PARIStllOKfiRS 

My good Friends and Neighkoutri 

1 leave with you this little Booki that when it 
. Jhall pleafe God to render me incapable of 
infiruSiiing you publickly^. I <fnay, yet be fervice^^ 
able in ypur private ha%ifes. Happy if 1 could 
forefeea certainty of your making ufeof it as oc^ 
cajions Jhall nqutre^ and efpetiaUy on Sundays^ 
when you have teizure for it, and when it is 
your duty to inJiruSl your Families. 

I hif'be endeaVdured id explain the Church Ca^ 
techifmfo as to render it intelligible to all of 
yoUy even thofe parts of it which treat of the' 
Two Sacraments ; but if you meet with fome 
difficulties in them, you will impute it to the Na^^ 
tare of the SubjeSls ; you will not be difcour^ 
dged thertby, when you conjider they are meerly 
to af certain what are the real Properties of a 
Sacrament difiinB from Rites of an inferior 
Order J and when thefe are efiabli/bed you will 
proceed with pleafure to the Moral part s^ of 
them, which are plain, and eafy. 

In the next place having often found 



(iv.) 

if Experieme that many Ckiidf^itj nay even 
MaltSj ctfn readriy repeat the Catechijm with^ 
out underjianding ttj and (f you vary ike Stuejii* 
tai ekhec in tlui Eorm of Wordt, or in the Qourfe 
-of themy they are injlantly at a Lofs ; / have 
drawn Up a Method^ Examination^ the ufe 6f 
which you will foon fee. It is a firing of ^uefli^ 
ons whuh youjhoi^id put to them after they have 
been taught to re'peat it as ufuaL J have not ad-* 
did Anfwers t^ them^ fcfr that would not remedy 
the Evil I complain (^ j but I refer you to fuck 
parts of the Le^ur^ ik^ tyeat of thofe Matters 
wkkh the ^jfejiions food to. Thus when at 
My^efihm you, fee a Lettir prefixed as a^ or b^ 
you muji look to- the fame letter lA thi fever al 
LeSiures. 

JBv this Me^HSy I h^pe^ you yourfelves^ as 
welt as thofe yoti^ are to inJlruSl^ wiUjoon under-^ 
Jiand every part of the Catechifm^ tind become 
prepared for Confirmation. The Nature of this 
Rite alfo J have explained in an eafy^ and fa- 
miliar Manner ; Jl»d to this have added a Dis^ 
courfe on our ObUgatiqns to perform all our 
religisus Engagements^ of what ^nd foever. 

I pray God to blefs it to youif^ Bqfofltj to ac^ 
cept this my humble Endeavour in his Service^ 
. and to forgive all our DefeSls for Jefus Chriji 
his fake. 

.1 am 
1^ Tours &c. 
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1.ECTURE firft. 

St Matt* 28 19th. v. 

Go ye therefore and teach all Nations j bap- 
tizing them in the Jsfame of the Father^ and of 
fhe ^n, and ftf th^ ligly Ghoji^ "^ 

THESE are the words of the blefled 
JESUS, to the igjeven Difciples whp met 
him by bis appointment at a mountain in Ga- 
lUce J they contain his laft inftmftions to 
them, and are the original Commiiiion under 
whica they, his fucxcflbrs, and we, who are 
theirs, flaini Authority to preach, and to 
()aptize, 

Tq Teach fignifies to preach the Gofpel, and 
jpake Pl'ofelytes to it ; and where the perfon 
to be initiated is of riper Age and Underhand- 
ing, this teaching ihould preceed the z6i of 
JBaptizing, that he may thorcugl^y underftand 
the nature of that Religion he is thence for- 
ward to profefs, and the obligations which 
commence upon the adminiftraticn of that 

Rite.— T 
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•Rite. — So too a$ Infants, and GhiTdren, uft- 
able to judge for themfeives, are charitably 
reprefemed by their Sponfors, thefe Sponfor^ 
ihoiild xonfider what they in the Name of 
them engage for, and the Nature of thofe 
Profeffions, and Duties which they are after* 
wards to inculcate. This I am afraid is too 
muc h negleded, and that many wantonly en* 
gage for others who have never ferioufly coii* 
ndered what was promifed for themfelves ; 
and this although the Church in Can. 29* re- 
quires that they fhould not only have been 
baptized, but fhould alfo have received the 
Lord's Supper. 

Thefe Evils, and very ferious Evils they 
are, are owing to thefe two Caufes. — Moft 
Parents think they have fufficiently difehargdd 
their dvity when once their Children can re* 
peat the Catechifm: And others, becaufe it 
was impofed upon them in their younger years 
as a Tafk, think to look into it at a riper Age 
is going to School again : And thus Both be* 
ing long accuilomed to repeat it by Rote, witlv 
out attending to the Senfe of it, reft content* 
ed with that all their Lives after. 

And here I cannot help lamenting a very 
great, and general Error in the Education of 
phiidren ; the Catechifm is almoft tjie iirft thing 

put 
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fitf^: fifr if 'My Set of iMhrck xvoi44 ^^ ^^^^ 
thein 16 ^tcH, and »iy coUcdion of Iktie 
Ihnaedfit mts invite mem to . rbacL Sure 
i am 4iat bb grest good can accrue frorn 
teathii^ fhtttn «6 repeat the Catechifm it 
ah Ag% when they cannot underftand it ; and 
^tiU tKsy can be made to underftand it k better 
poftponed : and was the Bible to be thrown 
in their way When hiftory begins to be enter- 
tainina;, and never foOner ; they would read 
it with pleafure, and that pleafure would 
increafe with their years; tut fpr want 
of this caution, this too like the Catechifm 
is looked upon as a Tafk, and laid afide 
like the other the very day they leave SchooL 
r— * yet Surely it is neceffary to knovjr the 
will of God, avd in order to it neceflary to 
recur to that original CompaA wherein it is 
lexplained, and our Obedier^qe to it enforcec}. 

This majces a Review of the Church Ca-? 
techifm at all times, and with ^1 perfons, 
highly neceflary. I fhall therefore in what 
follows attempt fuch an one of it as may 
not only be ' of ufe to yourfelves, but %o 
thofe alfo whom it is your duty to inftruft* 

But before I proceed it may not be amifs 
jto obviate- an Objection by which fome are 

grofsly 




grofsly ixufleii It ii that Infants ere infen- 
Jibk of what h tranfaSing at their being 
baptized^ and theFef<^. it would be better 
either to^ defer it till they come to years of 
Difcretiony Or then to rebapizie them 

Now as to thc^ pftxtkulai'. i^ when it k 
proper tt) adminiAer Baptifm^ unce we have 
no expreis dirofUoti concerning it, our befb 
%(ray is to look o^ J&iir fomethmg: pf a likef 
HQiure^ :^nd cd^ferveL the Rules prefcribed in 
Jrelatioii to that* Now a Rite of the like na- 
ture we have in Cireunwijtan : this like Bap- 
tifm was a fcederal Rite, was inftituted by 
God himfelf, and ai. the time, of it's Inftituti- 
bn made a ixeceflary duty, as Baptifm is 
made fince : in Abort was that in the Jew- 
i/b Religion trWph Baptifm is;ia the Chrifi^ 
tan : And if it was, then jfurely fuch as were 
to be admitted to the Otte Rite, may be ad- 
mited to the other : but the Jews ^Vere cbixi- 
itnanded to circumeife their Children on the 
Eighth day, and they did it; otir Saviour in 
bbfedience to tte Law, which, 'till he. er9 
tered profefiedly - on his Miniftry, contintied 
in force, was himfelf circuzxicifed on the 
Eighth day. And if fo it is a plain cafe 
that Children may lawfully, riay bught to be^ 
baptized in their Infancy. 

Here 






Merc then is another ObjeAidn fFdrted. It 
it be fo, how came the Apoftles to fay 
repeniy and be baptizedf^Mankliid in Infancy 
cannot repent, I anfwer they neither can, 
nor need they to repent j and yet the A- 
poftles did right to injoin Repentance, that 
is they did right in requiring it of thofe to 
whom they addrefTed themfelves j but who 
were they ? MultSy grown-up perfons, per-^ 
fons who had comihiited adual Sins j an In-^ 
fint has not^ and the great neceffity of Bap 
tffm to him is. founded in the original Sen- 
tence of Deiath pronounced on Adam; and 
all his Defcendents: tliiS Sentence God is 
pleafed to reverfe upon our entering into a 
new Covenant with him; by which Cove- 
nant, He vouthfafes to remit that debt of 
Punilhment, andreftor^ the^ party to Immor- 
tality; znd \\i6' Infant engages by its Sponfors? 
to believe in- himi, and to ferve liim, when he 
ihall become cdpable of fo doing — • This 
is all that is required of us in InfaiKy^ 
in order to Baptiim; but more than this is 
required of Adults, of fuch as the Apoftles 
commanded firft to repent .• they had com- 
mitted many Sins of which it tvas necefla- 
ry they ihould repent, previouily to this 
A(5l : but this Injunftion by no means af- 
fecfts thofe who are baptized in their Infan- 
cy, This was nearly the Cafe of our blefl^ 

ed 
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• 

ed Savior himfelf : he was baptized of Jghn, 
but if Baptifm be of no validity unlefs the 
JSubjeft of it repents, whv did he tell thp 
Baptift // behoved him inn's to fulfill all 
Righteousnefi f an4 why was He baptized 
who knew no Sin, and confequently could 
not repent? his perfeft -Innocence puts hiih 
with . regard to Repentance pii A f^^M^l 
with a Chad Ijx Infancy^ 

So much for the firft mrt of the Obje6li- 
on. As to r€bapti%ing Chrifiians when phey 
fome to years of Dt/cr^tion^ this is quite un- 
neceffary, and if unneceflary is trifling ^nd 
unpardonable. Now that it is unneceflary is 
evident from hence ; Baptifm is a Covenant, a 
folemn Agreement or Stipulation between 
two parties; and therefore this, like all 
other Covenants, if once entered into, and 
Solemnly ratified, is indiffojuble without the 
Confent of both: my executing • the fame 
Deed again and again doth notr alter, nor 
increafe the Obligation of it; I ftiU ftand 
bound by what I. did a twelvemonth ago, 
as much as by what I did yefterday : and 
thus the Covenant I entered into at my Bap- 
tifm in Infancy binds me to the End of my 
days < It was a ContracSl not for a few years 
of my Life, but for the whole of it, nor 
can any thing I do afterwards flrengthen 

B the 



the Obligation of it, or make the leaft Al- 
teration. -— Surely therefore all perfons may 
be very well fatisfied with what was done 
for them by their Sponfors at Baptifm, at 
leaft with what ' they do for themfelves at 
b^ing confirmed many Years after. 

As I am led to this Subjeft I am not will- 
ing to difmifs it 'till I have cleared it to 
your Satisfadlion ; let us therefore examine 
a Text or two brought in Support of the 
Objeftipn. Our Savior faith to Nicodemus, 
except a man be born anew of water and 
the holy Ghofii and again in another place, 
except a Man be born again^ he cannot enter 
Jnto the Kingdom of God. But here you 
muft obferve that our Savior is fpeaking to 
a Jew J to one who had not been baptized; 
all therefore which was intended in thefe 
Expreffions is, that in order to enter into the 
kingdom of God there muft be an intire 
Change of his former Opinions and PratSli- 
ces : that he muft undergo as great an Al- 
teration as if he was to enter a fecond time 
into his Mother's Womb, and be born.— here 
too you Ihould be told that by the kingdom 
of God is not meant the kingdom of Heaven^ 
but that Spiritual kingdom which Chrift was 
then to eftablifh, that is the Chriftian Church; 
and hence it is' plain that nothing faid or 

applied 
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applied to Nicodemus^ as a Jew, can havo 
any relation to, or at all afFedl thofe, who have 
been baptized into ChriiV. 

Neither again can any Argument for it 
be drawn from the Example of Jefus who 
was baptized of John ; for he had not been 
baptized before. He had been circumcifed, 
and was obedient to the Law of Mofes 'till 
that Inftant : he was now to begin his Mi* 
niftry, and to introduce another, and a better 
Religion; and as Baptifm was to be the 
initiatory Rite, or Method of Admiffion into 
it, he began with it himfelf. Nothing there- 
fore can be collefted from this Example 
more than the Neceffity of being baptized 
Once^ but it affords not the leaft Shadow of 
a Reafon for doing it more • than once. 

Indeed I know no one Paffage in all the 
New Teftament that gives any Countenance 
to fuch a Pradlice, and but One in the Old^ 
and this is a Circumftance mentioned by 
Jolhua C. 5, V. 2d. At that time the Lord 
J aid unto ^ojbua^ make thee Jharp Knives and 
circumcife again the Children of Ifrqel the 
fecond time. And yojhua made him Jharp 
Knives . and circumcifed the Children of IfraeL 
From hence fome have advanced that if 
Circumcifian be a Rite cgrrefponding with 

B 2 . Qur 



(fur Bafitifnii if tlie one was to be f cpeatcdy 
and that by the ^xprefs command of 
God, the other alfo mould be repeated, 
Jl^ut here we fee how neceflary it is to 
ftudy the Scriptures, or* to cOnfult thofe who 
do ; to compare Scripture with Scripture, and 
to learn the Writer's Meaning from himfelf, 
and not oot ovfrn Prejudices; riot to take it 
in detatched Sentences, but ingenuoufly to 
Examine What goes before, and follows. If 
this were done many Paffages that are woe- 
ftrlly mifeoriftrued wcmld be underftood, and 
fhe Spirit of Delufion pvtt to. flight. In the 
Cafe before us how differently does it ap- 
pear when We hear the whole Account of 
It ! the words are thefe, jind this is the 
Cahfe why Jojhua did circumcife; All the 
people thai- tame out cf Eygpt that wii^e 
MaleSy even all the Men of Wary died in the 
Wildernefs dy the wtty after they came out of 
E^pti Now all the people that came out were 
tirciimetfedy but all tke people that were born 
In the • Wilder nefs by tke way as they came 
• fbrth out of Egypt them ffiey had not circunh 
eifkd: For the Children of Ifraet walked 
j&rty years h the tf^ildernefs Uill all the peo^ 
"pie that were Men of War which came out 
of 'Egypt were confumed .. becaufe they obefd 
not the voice of the Lord^ unto whom the 
Lord fwiire he ^ would not Jhew them the 
"Land zvhick tlie Lord fware unto their Fa^ 

thers 



Tathefs that he would give them^ a Land 
that floweth with Milk and Homy. And their 
Children which he raifed up in their Jiead 
T'hem Jojbua circumcijed; For they were un-^ 
cireumcifed, becmife- they had not circumcifed 
them by the /r^;y. -^^ This is the only Paf- 
fage that feems to countenance Rebaptizing,- 
Arod this is fo far from countenancing it, 
that it does efFeftually, arid beyond all Con-* 
tradition confute it. 

This being prenrifcd I proceed to explain 
the Church Catechifm. But firft I muft in-- 
form you that Baptifm m the begining of the 
Catechifm is not treated of as a Sacrament^ 
but riieerly as our Adm[(Jion into the Chrif* 
tian Church \ It is confidered as a Sacrament 
in the latter part of it, as you will fee hercr* 
after. At prefent you are to look upon it 
only as 'an Entrance into Chrift's Churchy 
and fetting forth to us the » Terms of the 

New Covenant between. God, and Man. 

» 

It begins with this , Queftion, What it 
your Name? Every ,Man has two Names 
his Chrijiian Name^ and his Sirname. His 
Sirname he derives from his Parents at hi* 
Birth; the other he aflumes afterwards upon 
being Baptized * . What particular Name it 
has pleafed our Parents or others to give us at 
Baptifm, is no niaterial part of the Inflitution : 

but 



but the Church for good and wife reafons 
bids us repeat it: for inftance whatever it 
be it was given me at my Baptifm, when 
I was made a Chriftian, and therefore cal- 
led my Chriftian Name ^. Whenever there- 
fore I hear, or repeat it. It Ihould re*- 
Blind me pf my Profeflion, remind me of 
my Duty, and never fail to fuggeft that the 
mention of it is the greateft Reproach to me, 
unlefs I anfwer the Charadler which it de- 
notes; that is, unlefs I aft up to it, and be 
aChriilian in Life, as well as in Name ^. 

• 

The next Qiieftion is* IFho gave you this 

Name? The Anfwer is my Godfathers and 
Godmothers in my Baptifm ^ • Thefe do 
more than meerly give us our Name, they 
engage to fee us adl agreably to it: they 
ve to remind us whenever they obferve us 
deviating from it: they are to teach us all 
things which a. Chriftian ought to know and 
believe ; they are to call upon us to praftice 
them : And this care of theirs ceafes not till 
we have difcharged them of it, which can^ 
not be before Confirmation, and does hardly 
ceafe then: they are therefore bound to fee 
us confirmed, and cannot, be thought to ex- 
ceed their Commiifion, if they afterwards re- 
mind us of our folemn Vows at that time.— 
What a fhame is it then to engage for all 

this 
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this In the Church, in the fight of God and 
his people, and pay no more regard to it 
than if the whole was a mecr piece of Mock- 
ery, an human Soul of no Eftimation, and 
our Promifes to God never to be required at 
our hands! 

But to proceed. In baptifm wherein I was 
made a Member of Chrtjiy a Child of God^ 
and an Inheritor > of the Kingdom of Heaven^. 

In order to underftand this aright you are 
to confider that by the dlfobedience of Adam 
Sin came upon all^ and Death by Sin : we had 
forfeited our Title to Immortality, and no hopes 
of Exiftence beyond the Grave remained. 
Under this forlorn Condition all his Defcen- 
dents continued *till it pleafed God to feleft 
from the reft of Mankind a peculiar people 
with whom he entered into a Covenant of 
Reconciliation ; of which Covenant Circum- 
cifion was the Sign: and this Covenant con* 
tinued untill the coming of Chrift, when it • 
expired, and a new one was publiflied in it*s 
ftead ; not confined as the former was to a 
particular people, but offered alike to all 
Nations ; In this Baptifm took the place which 
Circumcifion had in the other; we are ad* 
mitted ib it through . this Means ; and at 
our Admifilon God engages for certain things 

on 
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len His «urt, mkJ We for ccmin things qii 
Our's. Both thefe Engagements are explained 
in the CatechUm* 

The firA thing ^rantjcd by G#d is that 
we are hereby made Members of Chrijl. 

This is a figurative ExpreiTion taken from 
an h\u3ian Body, and fignifies that by Bap* 
tifm we ^e made Que with Chrtft^ and 
Chriji with us^ are united to him as our 
Head ; and whereas in confequence of Adam's 
Tranfgreffion we were like Branches lopped 
off' from the Mother— Tree, we are by 
Baptilm ingrafted, and again receive' Nutria 
ment from it ^ . 

• 

This reminds us of the Honor due to Chriil 
as the Head over all things, and teaches 
us that we muft pay the fame Obedience 
to him that the Members of the Body pay to 
that which adluates them : -^ That as every 
Member of the natural Body is ferviceable 
to all the, reft, fo all Chriftians muft do 
charitable and beneficent Adts to one another. 
We are Brethren, and ftiould have a fellow 
feeling in each other's Pleafures and Pains, 
as to abide by the Apoftle's Metaphor if one 
Member fuffer^ all the Members fuffer with 
it; Or one Member be hgnoured all the Mem- 
bers 
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inembets rejoice with it 2. 

The Second is that we are made the Child^"- 
ren of- Godl 

W\% Children we were before Baptifm, 
but not in the Senfe We are after it: for 
tho* we were the Work of his hands, we 
had forfeited his Favor, and were, to fpeak 
familiarly, difinherlted. But in Baptifm he is 
gracioufly reconciled to us through his 
bleffed -'Son, reftores to us the light of his 
Countenance, and makes us to become 
Joint-Heirs mth Chriji ^. 

And what doth this teach us, but that 
our Behavior muft be fuitable to the rela- 
tion we ftand in; that as we are the 
Children of God, we muft pay him the 
Obedience due to a Father; tor otherwife 
this Privilege, the moft glorious and be- 
neficial we have, will the more difcover 
our Unworthinefs of it, and bring; on our 
Condenmation, inftead of prevemmg it^» 

« 

The third is that nxje are made Inheritors 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In an unredeemed State we are all Sin- 
aersj the whole fForld faith the jipofile 
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lieth in Wickednefs^ and the Wages of Silt 
is Death. But in Baptifm we triumph over 
{he Grave, and are not only reftored 
to Immortality, but are farther affured 
we fhall poffefs it in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Chrift will mak? us jelhw-ci- 
tizens with tjie Saints^ an4 ra\fe us to \»n 
Jnfieritance incorruptible ^ undefiledj end that 
. fadeth noty rejer'iied in Heaven for us ^m 

And whaf doth this notify^ but that all 
Qur d}0i^ts and deijireci ihould tend to that 
placC;^ t%|: where our treafure isy there 
jfhould be our hearts^ that ve ar^ but 
Strangers and Pilgrims, and therefore fhould 
look forward to our journey^g End: that 
though vfc muft have our hour upon the St^ge 
of this Life^ we have ^notjier coming, that i» 
far mofe d^^iireable, ^nd therej^rQ ihould 
have our Converfatiqn in ijeaven ' * 

T'hffe aw the benefits which God offers^ 
and engages tq gra,i)| on hi; part; but in 
ordejT to be rntitjed to them. We Biwft ^Ifo 
perform our part of the Contraft. What 
that is, is explained in the Anfwet ^ the 
next Queftion, viz, What did yQUK Qodfa^ 
therSy and Godmothers then for you^ 

They did promife and vow three things in my 
Namey — the firji is that I Jloould renounce 

the 



the Devil and all his works^ the Ponfps' an$ 
vanities of this wicked Worlds and all the 
Jinful Lufts of the FleJIj ^. 

By the Devil acnd all his Works is meant 
all kinds of wickednefs, fuch efpecially as 
tno^ partake of the Nature of that curfed 
JSeiiig, fuch as lying, of which -he is the 
Father, Murder, rride. Hatred, Malice^ 
Revenge, Covetoufnefs, Idolatry, and the like. 
By the Pomps of the World are fo be uh- 
tjerftood vitidvts Cuftoms and Fafhions^ 
Ambition, Oftentatioa, arid all fuch Erlter- 
tainnients and PleafureS as captivate the 
Mind, debafe and caxife it to negleft wor^ 
thier Objfecfts. -^ By the Vanities of it are 
intended Riches tinjuftly gotten, or profufe- 
ly fauandered away ; all things in ihort 
that court the prefent Hour only, and lull 
and deceive us 'till we ftand amazed at 
our laft. — ^ By all the finful Lufts . of the 
Flefh are meant Fornication, Adultery, Ob^ 
fcenity ; in a word all uncjeannefs, whether 
in our Adlions, Words, or Thoughts ". 

This is the Firft of the three things pro- 
jnifed for us by our Sponfors. the Second 
is. That we will believe all the Articles of 
the Chripan Faith ^. 

What thefe are will ccme in Courfe to 
be explained when wq rehearfe the Articles 
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of our Belief, and 'till dien wc wave thenif 
The Thir4 is that we will keep God's holy 
Will and Commandments^ and walk in the 

fame all the days of our hife ?♦ 

Thefe too fhall oe waveci at prefent ancj 
all the Remark I IJiall make on this part 
of the Covenant is, that v(t promife to 

' walk in the fame all the Days of our 
Juife. We engage not for a year or two^ 
but for pur whoje Life; and we ftiall do 
well to remeipber what the Apoftle tells m^ 
It is better not to have known the way of 
righteoufnefs than after we have known^ it 
to depart frqm it : and again. No man tak-- 
ing hold of the Plough^ and looking buck is 

ft for the kingdom of God. Our Obedience 
to thefe Commandments therefore muft be 
uniform, and muft be permfinent ^ , 

Thefe things being promifed for us by 
our Sponfors, there follows a very intereft- 
ing, and important Qyeftionj Do/i thorn 
not think that thou art bound to believe^ and 
to do as they have promifed for thee? to 
which you reply Tes verily. But why fo? 
no one has a Right to engage for me with- 
out my Confent ; this' is a breach of natu^ 
ral Liberty; whatever was undertaken for 
me in my Infancy I have a Right to* con- 
sider at a riper Age; if I approve of it then, 

well; 
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weli ; if not, I am at Liberty to rejeft^ and 
rcfufe. it. All this is tnie, and yet every 
man is bound to do. what his Godfathers 
and GodnTiOthers promifed he fliould, and 
is as much obliged by their promife, as if he 
had been of fuffkient Age to underhand 
what was doing, and had aflented to every 
Article. But then this Obligation is found- 
ed not in any Promife made in his Name 
by them, but in the Nature of the things 
promifed : as to believe in God, and to 
fcrve him ; to be juft to others, and to him- 
fclf. — Ihefe are duties of general, and eter- 
nal Obligation, which therefore he muft, 
and ought to perform, whether others had 
promifed that he Ihould perform them, or 
not. So that the perfon catechifed very 
fightly anfwers Tes Ferily ^. 

He goes on, And by GocTs Grace fo t 
will.'. — This is well added, and teaches 
us, that without him we can do nothing; 
that we are not fujfficient of ourf elves y but 
Qur fufficiency is of God. And therefore he 
heartily thanks his heavenly Father ^ that he 
hath called him to this State of Salvation ; 
which Salvation he acknowledges, as be- 
comes him, is through Jefus Chriji^ the only 
Name under heaven by which we can be fa^ 
ved. Here too he remembers that the fame 

Gracp 
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Grace which cilled him at firft, is neccflary 
to his Perfeverance ; to guard him againft 
the Tempfatioixs he is like to meet with^i and 
the Difpofition 6f his Nature to relapfe : 
And therefore he prays unto God to give 
him his Grace that he may continue in the 
fame unto his Lifes End ; being confident of 
this very things that he, 'who hath begun a 
good fFork in him, will perform it until 
the day of Jefus Chriji '. 

Thus then we have a full View of the 
Covenant entered into at our Baptifm ; On 
one Side we are made Members of Chri/i, 
the Children of God, and Inheritors of the 
Kingdom of Heaven : On the other ; We are 
to renounce the Devil and all his PForks, the 
Pomps and Canities of this wicked Worlds 
and all the Jinful hujis of the Flefh ; Se- 
condly to believe all the Articles of the Chrijli-- 
an Faith ; And Thirdly to keep God*s holy 
fFill and Commandments, and to walk in the 
fame all the days of our Life. The Tfirft of 
thefe is already explained, and the fecond 
in the following Lefture. 



LECTURE fecond 
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LECTURE fecond. 

# 

WE have already confidered what our 
Godfathers and Godmothers pro?i 
mifed for us; or What is our part of the 
Covenant entered into with God at our 
Baptifm. It confifts I told you of three things ; 
the &r^ is, that we Jhould renounce the Devil 
and all his Works ^ the Pomps ^ and Vanities 
^f this wicked Worlds and all the Sinful Lujis 
of the Flefh. T'his part of our duty has been 
already explained^ 

The lecond is, that tx^e fhoutd believe all 
the Articles of the Chriflian Faith. Thefef 
Articles are briefly fummed up in the 
Creeds or Belief ^ . It is commonly catted 
the Apoftle'^s Creed, not that it was drawn 
up by them, but becaufe it contains their 
I>9(5);rine, and is a Compendium of wha( 
the New Teftapiiertt delivers down to u^ 
from them^* Hence it has its Authority^ It's; 
Ufe is to refrelh the Memory, and ^n^ble 
' it irt few words to keep in Mind ^hq 
moft important principles of true Religion ^ « 
The ChUd therefore every time it is cate* 
chifed is bidd-^n to rehearfe the Articles of his 

Belief 



Belief. It confifts of three parts ^ . And the 
firft relates to God^, I believe in God. 

To believe in God is to believe that there 
is a Being^ etetnal and infinite, perfeft and 
felf fiifficient; all powerful, and all wife,; 
juft and holy, merciful and good; wliofe 
l^ower created all things, whofe Providence 
fuftaihs them, and who/e kingdom ruleth 
over all. It fignifies that there is but one 
God, agreably to the declarations of 
holy Scripture ; the Lord he is God^ there is 
mne elfe bejide him ; and again, to us there 
is but one God and Father of ally who is 
above ally and through ally and in you alh 

He is defcribed under the appellation of 
U^he Fathery firfl:, as he is the Author and 
and Original Giver of Life to all Beings in 
the Univerfe, of whom the whole Family in 
Heaven and Earth is named. And fecondly 
to denote his parental AfFeftion, his Grace 
and Mercy towards all his Creatures ; And 
laftly, as he is in a peculiar Manner the 
Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

^ He IS llyled. Almighty y becaufe of him and 
to him and through him are all things. And 
we are told that before the Confummation of 
earthly things, and the Commencement of 

another 
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another eridlefs and unchangeable State, 

the Son himfelf, who is King of Kings, and 

Lord of Lords, Jloall deliver up to his father 

all Rule and all Authority^ and Power^ that 

had been delegated to him by the Sat her ^ that 

God may be all in all. 

.* 
He is faid to be the Maker of Ueanien and 

Earth j that whereas in timely of Ignorance 
' Men worlhipped the Hoft of Heaven, the 
Sun, and the Moon, imagining them to be 
intelligent Beings, and ruling over all Earth* 
ly things, they Ihould now acknowledge 
them ta be the works of his Fingers, di* 
refted, and controiiled by his Will, and 
pbjefts of their Admiration, but not of their 
W<jiihip. This is the firft part of the Creed 

m 

The fecond relates to God the Son '. 
And in jefus Chrijl his only Son our Lo^'d. 
.This very righdy follows the former, Te 
believe in God^ faid our blefled Savior, believe 
lalfo in Me. The firft of thefe is the Foun- 
dation of Religion in General; the other 
of a particular one inftituted by Chrift, 

We are to believe in him Firft as JESUS, 
as the perfon fo named of the Angel before 
he was conceived in the IFomb; as the 
perfon who properly is what his Name 

D iigniiies 
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iigniiScs, the S A V I O R. And he is th^ 
.- Savtor by making himfelf an Offering for 
\ dur Sins^ and appearing in the prefence of 
. God to ^make hitercej/ton for us. 

We are to believe in him Secondly as 

CHRIST, as the perfon anointed to preach 

. the Gofpelj to .be our King and Prophet, and 

the Author of everlafting Salvation to all 

that obey him* 

We are to believe in him Thirdly as the 
,only Son of God; as a perfon far above all 
Principalities J and Powers, above Thrones and 
.Domnions and every Name that is named, being 
mad^ Co much better than the Angels as he hatk 
by Jnheritance obtained a more excellent Name 
than thy ; for unto * which of the Angels faid 
he at any time Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee f And when God bringeth in this 
Ms. begotten Son inta the World he faithy And 
let all the . Angels of God worfhip him. 

And Fourthly ^7 J ^tfr LORD.' as him whom 
God hath given to be theMeadover all things ^ 
that at the Name of fefus every knee ftoould 
bow, of things in Heaven, and things in Earth, 
and things under the Earth', and that every 
tongue fhould conf^fs that "fefus Chriji is 
Uord to the Glory of God the Father. 

, The next thing we profefs to believe is 
;• . •- that 
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that he was conceived of the holy Ghofl. That 
is that his Conception was miraculous, and 
that, ahho' he took upon • him the Nature of 
Man he was yet conceived without Sin. 

jind born of the Virgin Mtfry,. This is 
mentioned to afcertain his Genealogy, and to 
fhew that he was born of the Houfe and 
Liineage of David as foretold in the Scriptures,* 
The Conception, and being born of a Virgin 
is that myjiery of Godlinefs which will be 
unravelled hereafter ; which we believe at 
prefent upon the Authority of the divine 
Word, and into which, 'till we are more 
perfect, it becgmes us not to pry farther. 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate. That the 
Memah fhould fuflfer is plain from many of 
the legal luftitutions which were Types^of 
fiim — from thence it was eafily -cbll'eftcd 
that without Jheding of Blood there could " be 
no Remijfion of Sins. It is further^ apd-more 
expreffly declared by the Prophet --Ifaiah 
that he fhould fufFer. How, and - in what 
Manner he fufFered is fet forth hereafter, 
but we have firft a particiilar Orcumftance, 
which is that he fuffered under Pontius Pilate-, 
This Circumftance was inferted iri the-I?recd 
for many good Reafons; among others k 
djtermines the time when he fiiffered : . arnJ 
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diews that it correfpondeS cxa6lly with 
feveral Prophecies, efpecially Daniels Sy and 
a very antient one in the iirft Book of Mofes 
which fays that the Sceptre Jhall not depart 
from Judah untill Shilqh come. Pontius Pilate 
was the Roman Governor of Judsea, and 
confequemly ' at that time the Sceptre was 
departed from it .^ from hence too it. appears 
that he fufFcred at the Expiration of Daniel's 
Weeks : The time from whence that Calcu-. 
lation proceeds is very well known; and 
it appears^ recourfe being had to the Records 
which were kept at Rome, and preferved 
the Aifts of it-s Governors in different 
Provinces, that when Daniel's Weeks con- 
cluded Pontius Pilate was Governor of 
Judaea, and that during his Adminiftratioi^ 
JefusChrj/i -w^sQTuciTicd^ 

Thus having eftablifhed that he fufFercd, 
we next particularize the Manner of it^ 
And firft we fay he was crucified. Crucifixion 
was SL Roman Puniljiment, inflifted upon 
fionc but the vileft Malefactors ; It was alfo 
a moft painful, and moft tedious Death. 
This Circumflance of his Suffering is added 
not only to remind us of the exceeding 
Maligxiity pif Sin, and ttie greatnefs of his 
Mercy towards. us; but alfo to point out the 
jCOiPplction of tvvq extraordinary Prophecies: 

the- 
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jhe one is that he Jhould be lifted up as th$ 
ferpent in the IFildernefs ; and the other tha$ 
ite Jhould make his Gravh with the picked* 

The next Article Js That he V)as dead^ 
This was gddeji to oppofe an erroneous 
Opinion that our bleffed Savior fufFered \t^ 
.' Appearance only ; but it is plain he di4 
yeally die : this is evident from the Blood and 
Water that iflued from his Side, which could 
pot be in a Jiving Subjeft j and likewife from 
the Teftimony of his Executioners who 
brake the Leg^ of the two Thieves cru-^ 
cified with him to put an End to the Remains 
of Liife in them; but did not break his^ 
k^foufe that he was dead already. 

It follows and was buried. Which is a 
Confirmation of the preceeding Article, and 
by the Circumftance of Jofepk^s begging 
|he Body, a rich and honorable Man of 
jlrithmathea^ and his depofiting it in a 
pew Tomb, which he had lately mad& 
for hixnfelf, literally fulfilled the remaining 
part of IfaiaKs Prophecy; that as in his 
prucifij^ion he made his Grave isjith the wicked i 

/fp made it with the rich in his Death. 

. * 

The next Article is He defcended into Helk 
Qi this various Scpfes haye been given, fome 

have 
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fcave thought that he really fufFcred the 
^Torments of the damned : but this cannot be : 
he conid not poffibly defpair of the favour 
of God, and therefore could not feel that 
worm which never rf/fM.— Neither can it mean, 
that he defcended thither to bring others 
from it ; for the wicked according to expref? 
declarations in Scripture are not to be de- 
livered at all. — ^Nor again are we to under-* 
ftand by it that he went to triumph ovef 
the Devil ; for the only kingdom the Devi! 
has is in this World ; aj^d here Chrift^ 
cfFeftually triumphs over him by deftroying 
Sin, which is his Dominion. — ^It is faid in' 
the preceedrng Article that he was Juried, 
and therefore in this it muft mean fome- 
thing more .than merely defcending into the 
fower parts of the Earth; the true mieanine 
therefore is that as his Body was adlually. 
buried, fo his Soul was adlually departed- 
from It ; and it was inferted to nlehce 
fbme Heretics who to deftroy the Credit 
cf his Refurreftion pretended that he was 
never really dead. The Article therefore 
afferts that he defcended into Hell: and 
Hell in the ^original word here ufed figni- 
fies •no^ a place of Torments, but the invi- 
fible place of departed Spirits^ in which all 
icniain from -the End of thFs Life, 'till the 

Commencement 
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Commencement of another ?it the day of 
Judgement, 

Thus far we have feen what Is properly 
his Humiliation; his difrobing himfelf of 
Glory, his Incarnation, his fuiFerings, his 
Death, andhis Burial ; and are now to turn our 
Eyes to a Scene more joyfuL Proceed we 
therefore to his Exaltation, ^he third day he 
rofe again from the Dead. He had by his 
Death fatisned the Juftice of God, and was 
now to become the Firjl Fruits of them 
that Jiept : he was crucified on the Friday, 
lay in the Grave the remaining part of that 
day, the whole of the next, and arofe on the 
third : and therefore in the Language of the 
Jews and other Nations is faid to have lain 
in the Grave T'hree days. He lay fo long to 
leave no Room for any one to doubt his 
being dead ; and he lay no longer, that his 
Body agreably to the Pfalmift's predidlion 
might not fee corruption. He arofe on the 
firfl day of the Week, the day after the 
Jewifh Sabbath ; oii which Account it is that 
whereas they reiigioully obfervedthe feventh 
in Commemoration or God's refting from 
the works of Creation, ^we obferve the firft 
in remembrance of a greater Bleiling derived 
to Mankind by the Refurrediion of Chrift. 

The Intention of Qm Lords Refiirre(5lion 

Was 
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t^as to declare his Viftpry over Death .• TieatK 
has no more Dominion over him^ for in that hd 
diedj he died unto Sin once^ but in that he livetkj 
fie liveth unto God. And God hereby beget$ 
us unto a lively Hope^ and ajjures us that 
if we be planted in the bkenejs of his Deaths 
we fhall he alfo in the likenefs of his Refur^ 
reBion : that is if we become dead unto 
Sin; crucify our Old Man, and continually 
njprtify all our evil and corrupt AfFeftions^* 
he, who raifed up Chriji from the de ad ^ fhall a Iff 
quicken our mortal Bodies. 

The Confequence of his Refiirre6iion is 
that he afcendedinto Heavem As the Jewlfh 
High PrieA, after he had offered for the Sins 
of the whole people, entered into the Holy 
of Holies, fo our Savior who was typified ^ 
in him, after he had facrificed himfelf for 
the Sins of the whole Worlds afcended into 
Heaven. And great Comfort does this af- 
ford all Chriftians, for what doeth he in 
Heaven but prefent his meritorious Oblationji 
and interceed for us. Neither have we in 
him an High Prieft who cannnot be touch- 
ed with a Senfe of our Infirmities, for he 
himfelf alfo was tempted ; and being madt 
like unto us. Sin only excepted, knoweth how 
to compaffionate, as well as to fuccour us. 

It follows in the Creed, ^nd fitteth en the 

Right 
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Right Hand of God. That is he is admif- 
ted to a ftate of the higheft Dignity, and 
Might : jill Power is given unto him in 
Heaven and in Earth. Angels, Authorities^ 
and Powers are made fuojedi: unto him: 
he is fet far above all Principalities y and 
Power Sy and Mighty and Dominion^ and every 
Name that is named not only in this JVorldy 
but in that which is to come: And the 
7*hrone of God, as St. John expreffes it in 
ihe Revelations, is become the Throne of God^ 
and of the Lamb. 

From both thefe Articles it follows that 
he is the only Mediator between God and 
Man; the only Mediator of the New TV/?- 
ment. He hath purchafed to himfelf a 
Church with his own Blood, and given him- 
felf for our SinSj that he might deliver us 
from the Evils of this Life, and fecure to 
\is Blifs and Immonality in the next. And 
^lence we fee what Dimonor we do to him 
when with the Papifis we join other Me- 
diators with him, and give to Saints and 
Angels any Ihare of that Worihip which 
belongs to him folely. 

After this follows another, and a very 
interefting Article, From thence he Jhall come 
40 judge the ^ick and the Dead. 

The unequal Diftribution of things in 

£ this 
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this World leads us naturally id expeft ano* 
ther in which this Ihall be adjufted : but 
Revelation confirms our Conje6lure, and fays 
exprefily that God hath appointed a day in 
which he will judge the World in Ri^hteouf- 
vcfs; in which every man Jh.all receive ac- 
cording to what he hath done in the Body 9 
whether it be goody or whether it be Evil^^ 
It alfo goes further and declares by whom 
this Judgment fhall be adminiftred, and 
names the Man Chriji Jefus : Before him, it 
is faid, Jball be gathered all Nations, that he 
Jhall be revealed from Heaven with the holy 
Angels in flaming Fire taking Vengeance on 
all that know not God, and obey not tke 
Gofpel : that he Jball defcend from Heaven 
with a Shout, with the Voice of the Arch-- 
angely and with the Trtmp of God: that all 
that are in the Grave Jhall hear his Voice, 
and Jball come forth ; they that have done good 
untb the RefurreSlion of Life, and they that 
have done evil unto the ReJurreBion of Dan^ 
nation.^ — Of that day, and of that Hour knoweth 
no Man, no not the Angels that are in Heaven : 
It will come as a Thief in the Night; and' 
as the Flood came upon the Old Worlds 
when they wcl*e Eating and drinking; fo 
will the Coming of the Son of Man be un- 
expefted, and fudden; for this Reafon it i% 
faid to judge the Sluick and the Dead, thofc 

who 
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who h^ve flept for Ages, and thofe who 
Jhall be alive at his coming. 

The Confideration of this fhould make us 
tread cautioufly every hour ; every hour leads 
to our laft, every hour may be our laft ; 
and as the next ftep to this is Judgment^ 
let us always keep in Mind on what points 
chiefly that Judgment will turn : Now our 
blefled Savior has vouchfafed to tell us it 
will be chiefly on Charity : and by Charity 
we are to 'underftand all thofe Properties 
which St. Paul afcribes to it in his firft 
Epiftle to the Corinthians; which therefore 
can never be tod much confulted by us^ 

I have now explained the Art;icles con- 
tained in the firft and fecond Parts of the 
Creed, which relate to God the Father, and 
God the Son, and pafs on to the third 
which relates to God the Holy Ghoft s, and 
this begins. 

/ believe in the Holy t Ghoji. 

That there are Three Perfons in the God- 
head is the doftrine of the Church of England^ 
and like every other which it profefles is the 
doftrine of the holy Scriptures. That they 
exift together is certain, tho' the mode of that 
l^xiftence does not fall within our prefent 
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Capacities : this is referved for that time when 
what we now fee through a Glafs darkly^, 
Jhall be diJiinSl FifiQUy and we jhall know 
even as we are known. At prefent it is an 
Objeft of Faith only, and refts upon an Au- 
thority fupported by Teftimpnies which we 
cannot rejedt. This makes it reaforiable to 
believe in this Article ; as well as a Duty. 
And, as we are commanded to be baptized 
in the Name of the holy Ghoft as well as of 
the Father and the Son, we can have no 
doubt but fo far at leaii as they concern 
Chrjftians the Three Perfons are Equal. 

The next thing we profefs to believe in, is 
fthe holy CathoKc Church. Now the holy 
Catholic Church fignifies either all thofe who 
in this Life did their utmoft to ferve God, and 
now form the general uijfeinbly that are 
Written in heaven; Or the Chrijiian Churchy 
diftinguifhed from the 'Je'ivi/b, The jewiih 
was confined to one people, diftindl in this, as 
well as in their civil Polity, from all other 
Nations: the Chriftian comprehends the 
whole World, and will, we .truft, before the 
•eneral Confummation prevail over all Nations^ 
^eopkj and Languages; and the Kingdoms of 
the }forld be one and all the Kingdom of 
Chrijl.^ — Or according to others, it iignifies 
that part of the univerfal Church which now 
exifts, ss diftinguiihed from that which went 

JDefore, 
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before, or Aall come after it,— Or, laftly,^ 
and which indeed is the beft Senfe, that which 
is vifible upon Earth, in an outward Profeflion 
of the Gofpel of Chrift, and an external 
Communion of the Word and Sacraments. 

, The next Article is The Communion of 
Saints. This too has been confidered in* fe- 
veral Senfes ; the beft, and maft ufually 
received, is that they are the Members of 
Chrift, united to him as their Head, and 

foverned by the fame Laws; fo that in the 
language of the holy Scriptures they being 
many are one Body in Chrijt^ and every one 
Members one of another : confequentiy it 
muft be the duty of all Chriftians to keep 
this unity in the bond of Peace, to unite in 
a Fellowftiip of Love and Charity, mutually 
to affift, comfort, and inftruft one another; 
and in ftiort to love as Brethreny having 
one Mindy and gne Mouth, forbearing one ano^ 
therj and forgiving one another^ even as Goct 
for Chriji's fake hath forgiven^ them. 

When in the next Place we fay, we be- 
lieve in the Forgivenefs of Jins, we mean 
that till our bleffed Savior came to deliver 
us from it, we were all under the Domini* 
on of Death, and th^t through his Merits 
only, we are refcued from it. And this 
ihould remind us of the duties which he 
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requires of us previoufly to this Refcue ; 
which are to be baptized in his • Name, to 
perform the promifes made at our Baptifm, 
and whenever we fhall have broken thofe 
promifes, to return to them with true Re- 
pentance, and fteady Refolutions to obferve 
them for the future. 

J. 

And this leads me to the. next Article,. 

T'he RefurreSlion of the Body. This is added, 
becaufe tho' before Chriftianity many from 
obferving the natural Powers of the Soul 
were able to coUeft it's Immortality, no 
one ever conceived the like of the Body .• 
that was feen to die, to decay, to diflblve, 
that jt fhall hereafter arife, and once more 
unite with the Soul is the doftrine of Chrif- 
tianity only, had been deemed impoffible but 
that it was eifefted in the Perfon of Chrift, and 
could never have been looked upon as what 
fhall happen in Our's if he had not faid^ 
Becaufe I live ye Jloall live alfo. He arofq 
from the dead to give an irrefiflible Tefli- 
mony to the truth of his Do6lrincs, . as well 
as his Divinity ; and thereby we are afilired 
that when Chrifi who ii our Life floall ap^ 
^ear^ we alfo jhall appear with him. 

'.And now. comes the lafl of thefe Articles 
And the Life Everlajling^ It is placed the lafl, 
and follows the Relurredion of the Body, for 

this 
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this reafon, that tho' it is poffible both -the 
Punilhments of the wicked, and the Rewards 
of good Men, may in fome degree commence 
from the Article of Death ; the one in the ex- 
pectation of fevere Torments at hand; the 
other in the comfortable Aflurance of ap- 
proaching Felicity, yet the Confummation of 
neither will be till the general RefurrediioiK 
But the principal thing we are to regard in 
this Article is the Word everlaftingj Whatever 
be the Pvmifliment of the wicked, or the Reward 
of gdpd Men, both, we are told, in Scripture 
will be everlafting. — ^What then are the 
pleafures of Sin that for thefe which laft but 
for a Moment we lubjecft ourfelves to Mifery 
without End; Or what the little difficulties 
in our Warfare againft it, when for thefe we 
Ihall be crowned with Happinefs eternal ! 

I have now gone thro' the feveral Articles 
gf the Chriflian Faithy and am next as a.Cate- 
chift to alk what doji thou chiejiy learn in thefe 
jfir ticks of thy Belief? to which you anfwer 
Firji I learn to believe in God the Father who 
hath made me^ and all the world ; Secondly in 
God the Son who hath redeemed me^ and alL. 
Mankind; and Thirdly in God the holy Ghofi\ 
who fandlifieth me^ and all the eleSi people 
of God. This Anfwer which is prepared <o~ 
your Hands will enable you to recoUeft them,v, 
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and the oftrter you recolle6l thefti, the more 
you will uhderftand, and profit by them ^ . 

I fliould tidW proceed to the fecbhd thing 
pr&mifed for us at our Baptifm which is thai 
Me Jhould keep GocTs holy will and Command^ 
merits ; but this we poftpone* At prefent i 
W'ould recommend to ybii as a proper Con-^ 
chilion of this Ledlure that- you be very 
itfailtious how you give Ear to thofe who 
would corrupt your Faith. There are many 
now a days and there have been, from the 
firft preaching of Chriftianity^ many, who 
would turn djide^ if it were foj/ible^^ the 
very EleSl : beware of them, and hold fafi 
the ProfeJ/ion of your Faith without waver'-* 
ing. Your Belief or Creed is the Torm of 
found words delivered to the faints: when- 
ever you repeat it therefore beg of God to 
continue you in this faith : and I cannot recom- 
mend to you a better Form than that which 
St. Thomas made ufe of Lord^ I believe^ help 
thou my Unbelief 
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LECTURE third. 

WE are now advanced to the third 
thing promifed in our Name at being 
baptized 5 namely that we Jhould keep GocTs . 
holy V will and Commandments. Thefe Com- 
mandments are I'm as fet forth in the 20th. C. 
Of Exodus % and may either be confidered 
as contained in two Tables in the form they 
were delivered to Mofes ^ ; Or as they have 
two principal ObjeUs ; our Duty towards 
God, and our Duty towards our Neighbor* 
The firft Table, or the iirft four Command- 
ments, relate to God ; and the Second, or the 
remaining Six, to our Neighbor ^ 

They were delivered to Mofes and from 
him to the Children of Ifrael ; but they are 
neverthelefs binding to us^ becaufe they are«..^^ 
of a Moral Nature ; and whatever is fuch, 
whether the Precept of an Heathen, or the 
Religion of a Jew, pur Savior came not to . 
dejiroy^ but to fulfill. 

The Firft of thefe Commandments com- 
prehends principally thefe two doftrines, 
T'hat there is a God^ and that there is but 
9ne^. 

That there is a God, is manifeft from the 
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Light of Nature : The Beauty, the Order, 
the Harmony, the great Wifdom in accom- 
modating every thing to Itfelf, and others, 
do with irrefiftible Force make us fee, and 
acknowledge this Truth. — That there is but 
One too appears from that Simplicity, and 
Uniformity of Delign, which are manifeft in 
the whole of his Work. — But we need not 
truft to the Light of Nature, and Reafon; 
for tho* thefe would fatisfy moft Minds, 
Revelation muft fatisfy all. To your Bible 
I fend you, better far than all other Ora- 
cles ; hear that^ and it will tell you that 
We all are his Offspring; and that the Lord 
he is Gody and that there is none bejide him. 

This Commandment therefore forbids all 
Idojatry, confines our worfhip to the true 
God, and as it condemns the Atheift who 
believes, or rather pretends to believe in 
nonej fo it condemns thofe who worfliip 
more than one. Of this kind are all thofe 
who like antient Rome fall down to the Stock 
of a Tree, and thofe who like modern Rome 
worfliip Saints and Angels, the Virgin Mary, 
and ReliAs. In this view of the Command- 
ment therefore we who are FroteJiantSy 
that is, we who are of the rerormed 
Church, broken loofe from the Errors and 
Corruptions of Popery, are but little con- 
cerned. But there is the Spirit^ as well as 

the 
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the Letter : and every one of us (hould 
confider whether this Belief of ours has 
been, and is fucceeded by a fuitable Prac- 
tice : for Inftancc, I have not difbelievcd 
the Being of God ; — I have not paid Ado* 

ration to any other. But have I paid 

Adoration to Him ? have I ferved, have I 
worfliiped, have I loved ' that One ? have 
I done it t^/VA all my Hearty with all my 
Mind^ with all my Soulj and with all my 
Strength ? have I not fufFered the * pleafures 
of the World to ftep in between me and 
him? have I not truped in Man for Defence, 
and fet afide my Maker, to psPy Court 
to him? have I not been more afraid to 
lofe a Great m^n's Favor than his ; and 
rafhly adventured to make what I knew 
my Duty give place, to Intereft ? have I ne7 
ver robbed hi;n of his due Honor, and flulh- 
ed with fuccefs been tempted to think, and 
rafli enough almoft to fay; By my Strength^ 
and Cunnings and by the Power of my hands 
have J done this ? 

All thefe, and more Refledlions arife from 
this Commandment, and Ihew plainly that 
merely to believe there is a God, while that 
Belief operates not on our Pradlice, leaves 
us little better than Atheifts; is not half of 
what is required, and therefore cannot pofli^ 
tly fave us. 

Fa As 
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As the FIrft Commandment prohibits the 
Worfhip of any false God,.theDefign of the 
Sqcond is to prevent our worihiping the true 
in a wrong, and improper Manner ^ God is 
^ Spirit, and they who worfhip him m\j£t 
worfhip him in Spirit, and in Truth. AU 
Reprefentations of him by fenfible Objefis 
derogate from his- Nature, and debafe our^s^ 
But in this refpedl alfo we Proteflants are not 
at firfl view concerned. I drop it therefore to 
make room for one or two obfervations ne- 
ceflary for your inflruAion. There are feverajf 
PafTages in the Commandment which are ge- 
nerally mifunderflood j thefe therefore I fhall 
endeavour to explain. 

The firfl of thefe is, / the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God^ Now we are not to underftand 
that kind of Jealoufy which we fee in earthly 
Princes: In them it arifes from the Pofiibility, 
that their Authoriry may fuffer Diminution. 
But this cannot happen to God ; we c^nno|: 
profit, nor hurt him ; arid therefore be can* 
not in that fenfe be faid to be jealous. No, 
he is jealous "for our fakes, not his own: 
jealous, leafl as Idolatry natuially leads to 
other, and many Immoralities, withdraws 
us from true Virtue and Holinefs, and 
betrays us into vile fuperflitions, we fhould, by 
giving the Honor due to him to graven Images, 
and other Reprefentations, to PicSuyes, and 
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RelicSis^, have our nations corrupted, and our 
wills and afFe&ions diverted from the beft and 
nobleft, to the worft and moft unworthy of all 




Tl^e next Expreflion that feqftis to ncod 
JExplaination is this, Vijiting tkf Jins of thi; 
Fathers upon the Children unto the third and 
fourth Generation^ This at firil %ht appear^ 
very contradi6lory to our notions of Qod, of 
whom^ we cannot help conceiving Ideas of in- 
finite Juftice, and infinite Mercy. And again 
it is direftly contrary to his own Declarations 
by the Mouth of a Prophet ( fee Ezek. C. 1 8 ) 
To repiove therefore the wrong Impreffions 
whichthismay pofilbly have made upon fome 
weak and illiterate Perfons, I muft defire you 
to obferve that the fentence is not compleat 
iiniefs you add of them that hate me^ or as it is 
in the Original of them hating me: continuing 
that is in their Fathers Sins, hating defpifing 
and difobeying me as they did. If the Children 
do this they are juftly obnoxious to their Father? 
Punifliment, but where they aft otherwife, 
they do not fuffer for their Fathers Sins, they 
will be yifited for their own only : agreeabljr 
to what we find in the Prophet above- 
jtientioned, and particularly in thefe words, 
the Sonjball not bear the Iniquity of the Father, 
neither fhall the Father hear the Iniquity of 
$heSoni the Soul that Jinneth Itfloall die. 

ThJ- 
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This clears up the Senfe of the Paflage said 

prepares us to receive, and rely on the next, 

jhewing mercy unto thoufands of them that love 

me J and keep my Commandments. What an 

amiable Impreffion doth this leave upon us, 
and what an Idea doth it give of the divine 
Goodnefs and Mercy, which while his Juftice 
extends in punifhing no farther than the third 
or fourth Generation, protrafts itfelf' unto 
thoufands in bleffing. 

This I think is all that is neceflary to be 
faid upon this Commandment, unlefs it be to 
propofe a few fober Queflions which it may 
not be amifs to put to Ourfelves. As for 
Inftance; It is true I do not reprefent God 
under fenfible Images, and fo far I do not 
tranfgrefs this Commandment ; but do I not 
in mine own mind form- wrong, and unbe- 
coming conceptions of him? Or if I do not, 
farther than from the Nature of a finite 
Being, I cannot avoid ; do I behave towards 
him agreably to my conceptions ? Do I always 
aft as if in his Prefenoe ? — • Do I always aft as 
one perfuaded that the wicked are an 
Abomination to him, and that the righteous 
only are his Delight? — Do I approach him 
with Reverence both in public and private?—-^ 
Have I in all places, and at all hours an awful 
fenfe of his Majefty, and make it the fHtdy, 
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and Ambition of my Life to recommend 
myfelf to his Favor ? 

Thefe, and and many fuch Refledlions wilt 
^rife to us when we confider the fecond 
Commandment in it's due Latitude ; but they 
muft in great meafure be left to ourfelves.-— 
I proceed therefore to explain to you the next. 

This is intended to preferve in our minds 
a conftant reverence for our Maker; that 
after we have been taught to acknowledge 
him to be God, and to worfhip him in a right 
manner, we fhould never mention his holy 
name without Honor: we are therefore to 
efteem it facred, and religioufly abftain from 
all Abufe, and Profanation of it ^, 

'The firft of thefe is proftituting it to the 
purpofes of Deceit : the moft flagrant of which 
is Perjury. The next is rafh Swearing in com- 
mon Conversation, carelefily and wantonly 
invoking the great God of Heaven upon 
every light and trivial Occafion. — A third is 
fwearing by other things without mentioning 
his Name. This many look upon to be in- 
nocent ; but I would have them obferve two 
things; the one is that by this cautioufnefs 
it is plain they can forbear fwearing if they 
will ; the other is that fwearing by any 
Creature is virtually fwearing by the Creator : 

this 
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■ this our bleffecf Savior was pleafed to declare 
and to explain upon the Mouilt. PFkofo 
fweareth by the Altar^ fweareth by It^ and all 
things thereon I And whofo fweareth by the 
T'emple, fweareth by fty and by Him who 
dwefleth therein : Jnd he that Jvall fwear by 
fl'eaveny fweareth by the throne of God^ and 
by him thatjttteth I'hereon. and therefore he 
gives us this Commandment ^ fwear not at alL 

• Next to fwearing Is prohibited that common^' 
but diabolical Sin of Curling: and let him who 
addifts himfelf to it recolleft the following 
paflages : let him look into them as he would 
into a Glafs, he will fee his own Features in 
both. He loveth not BleJJtng^ therefore Jh all 
it be far from him : His delight is in Curjingj 
and it fhall happen unto him : It Jloall be even 
as the Girdle that he is always girded withalL, 
That is, the Curfe of God fhall fall upon him, 
Ihall never depart from his houfe, but fhall 
conftantly perfue him to the end of this Life, 
and in that which is to eome. 

The next thing forbidden in the third Com- 
mandment is every kind 'of profane and 
blafphemous Talking. Many men who dare 
not be wicked in Deed, are abominably fo in 
what they fpeak ; but let all fuch remember 
what the Scriptures tell them : by thy Words 
thou- JJjall be jujiificd^ afjd by thy Words fhou 
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^alt be condemned: let them hear farther what 
the Evangelift fays, every Idle JJ^ord which 
men Jball fpeak they Jball give account thereof 
ht the day of Judgment. And if this be tnae 
what ihuft they expeft who take every dp- 
pertunity to ridicule God and Religion, to the 
icandal of all fober Chriilians, and indeed of 
conuhoh Senfe ! 

The next thin^ heceflary to mention is 
inaking rq/b Imprecations y and P^ows. Whoevef 
IS guilty of this rhult be convinced that he pray sr 
for, or vows, either what is falfe, or unlawful ; 
or what is vain, and unprofitable. He that is 
guilty of the firft does the greateft defpite ta 
God, and Religion he can poflihly offer: he 
beiides breaks in upon prior and unalter* 
able obligations not to do, or wi(h done, the 
things he vows to do, or jprays for. And he 
who commits the latter, vows, or prays out of 
meer wantonnefs: that is he makes God a Party 
in a matter fo trifling, that were he to take the 
fame liberty with a fellow creature he would 
get chaftifed for it.— Shameful thus to offend 
our Maker, , our Redeemer, and our Judge ; 
while we are kept in awe by one another^ 
by a Man that is a Worm^ and the Son of Man 
that is a fForm ! 

But if none of thefe Confiderations will deter 
him, let him take warning by the example of 
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Jeplitha, who by the raflmefs of his'voW* 
dooineid his Daijghter to Death, and himfelf 
to a Life of A^feiy : And alfo of the Jews, 
who by their Imprecation at the Condem-' 
Hatjori of . the Innocent Jefus when Pilate 
wovld fiave acduitted him, and delayed ta 
pafs Sentence tin he had walhed l^is Hands 
and declared he was innocent of his Bloody- 
cried out his Blood be on us^ and on our Cbild^ 
ten. It, , fell 04 them^ and their^ Pofterity^ 
and to this hour vifib^'' purfties them XvitS 
tmremitted Severity. 

I go on to the^ Fou;rth Compiandnxent 
w^ich is Remember that thou, keep holy, the 
Sabbflth Day^' 

Of the Moralhy, ahd/corifetpentfy ofth^: 
Obfeation to obferve this P^ec^ep: . you muiif 
needs be convirtced : for tho^ the appointment 
of one Uajr in^ feven, or of ad)^ pi^rticular Day 
i^ prefere^rice to anbthef^ ii meerty arbitrary, tq* 
be dianged a^ T^^^ ^^ Ciraim]5ai;ices jfliatf 
require; or as it ffiaU pleafe the, original 
Inftitutor to vary them j yet tlje nature ofitjs 
iH^ral, tW|)titfcs, it requires moral,, and pvcry 
man, ^at every Agte, and in every PJace, w 
bound to obferve it. 

It. was at its ftrft Inlfitution given ta;he Jews : 
the intention of it is^the fame now, as it was 
• • before 
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befol-e Chriftanity; to ferve and worfhip Godt 
16 benefit ourfelves^ and others, in the nobleft 
pf ihftances, and to make all Creatures happy 
and at reft with raankiiiLd. The only difference 
is in the Day: the Jews obferved it in com- 
memoration of God's refting; from his works, 
iand therefore confecrated to it the Seventh Day 
of the Week ^; and we obferve it, in remein^ 
brance of a greater BleiHng derived to u8 hy 
the RefureAion , of Chrift, on the frfi ^ , The 
Morality of it therefore both with refpe(Sl to us 
and to them Is apparent; and fo will prelehdy 
be the Utility y and Advafftag;es of it^ 

Now fuch and fo great are the Utility an(J 
Advantages of this Inftitution, that our Creator 
in injoining it gave the greateft iiv^ance of his 
tiniverfal Benevolence, For has he not by this 
provided, that amidft the fatigues bpth of Mind 
^nd Body which we all Jn fome ihape exr 
jperience, there ihoiild be Time for Relaxation, 
a proper iufpeiace pf Labour, and a neceffary 
recreation given to our wearied Faculties ? To 
think, and to be wakeful, is needful ; to fleep, 
and be fecure, is as much fo; fee a man de- 
)rived of this, and you fee an injured machine: 
. :eep the mind too long intent, and ypu fiiid ^ 
JMad-man, or Ideot, On the contrary ijadulge 
him too long in Indolence and you find 
him enfeebled, and hurt. In no inftance therer 
|or^ ^re the Goodnefs and Wifdpln of God 
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more apparent than in commanding the Sab^ 
bath, wherein fo mueh Reft is given as is 
neceilary for every good purpofe, and not 
enough for a bad one. 

Neither is this confined to Ourfbhes^ but is 
extended even to Brutes^ all fuch I mean as are 
employed in our immediate fervice. It is no 
fancifm conceit, nor any afFeftation of ftudied 
Refinement to infift that Thefe too, if deprived 
of reafonable refpite from Labour, would much 
fooner decay, would foqn fink in value, and 
every man upon experience finds that to be 
SL good Mafter to them is to be a good Ste^vard 
to himfelf. 

But this i^ not all the intentlpn of God in this 
Precept: he means to teach us Mercy even 
unto Beafts ^ that we have a right to ufe the 
Creatures, but not to abufe them. And fure it 
goes farther, and tells us that if even thefe 
which in Pride we look upon as made, and 
fed, only 'tor us ; if thefe I fay are entitled to fo 
much fompaflRon, it is ftill more out of 
eharadter, and a much greater offence to deny 
it unto thofe whofe nature is the fame with our 
own, and who for thp offices they perform 
under us, and from whom we derive half oiir 
Enjoyments, have a right to our Gratitude. 

Thefe are Reafons that both we, and our 
cattle ftiould reft one day in feven j but th§re 
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are others befide, and of a kind fo intereftlng 
that I hope it will be fufficiem to name them* 
And the firft is that unlefs we retire on the 
Sabbath from theBufinefs, the Hurries, the 
Plealures, and Impertinences of this Ufe, we 
have no time to think of, and prepare for the 
next : for it is with our fpiritual concerns, as it is 
with our worldly ; if the Man of Trade does 
not now and then take account of his Stock, ex- 
amine, and fet down his Dealings, compute 
his Loffes, and his Gain^, correft paft 
Miftakes, and think upon a fcheme to prevent 
future ; the moft inconfiderate Man living will 
tell you he will furely be ruined. The fame 
is required in our fpiritual concerns; but this 
cannot be done every day: indeed it can 
then only be done when we have no other 
Bufinefs, and all around, in like manner enr 
gaged with themfeives, leave us difengaged, and 
'iatLeifure* 

If Sundays therefor^ <^ught thus to be Seafon* 
pfReJiy and luch excellent purpofes are intende4 
to be ferved by them^it behoves us to employ this 
Reft fo as may beft anfwer thefe purpofes. We 
are therefore to keep the Sabbath holy ; we ?re 
to reft, but it is from the Bufinefs of our ordi- 
nary Callings in order to perform greater, and 
more eflential duties; to recoUeft ourfelves, 
and our profpefts; and cultivate an acquainr 
ta/ice with the perfedleft Being : to praifi? him, 
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to thanl^ hiip^ to pray to him toth in public^ 
and private J tq ippnyerfe with good Men, anj4 
jgood Boolcsj to IJiew. ourfelves the Difciples 
of C!iiri|l, by loving AofevyhQm be loypd, and 
ftiewing forth piy: Oyatltude tohii©* by making 
them happy. 

But this IS not all, nor kt any one think fo x 
Thou thy l^lf art injoined this, ^in^ fo are thy 
Son J and tky Daughter^ thy Mathfervant and thy 
Mdid'-fervant^ and tht; Stranger witMn thv 
Gates. All Parents, and GuaMians; aa 
Matters of Families, or Schools; all who have 
influence from their profleflG[Qiis, . Office, 
Situation, or Interef^, muft not only themfelves 
perform thefe duties, but mjift endcaypur to 
make others do the f^rne. Nor kt^ then[l 
defpair of fuccefs in their endeavors; only, jet 
them take care to fet'the exaniple, and they 
will foon fee it followed, at Icaft within their 
own Gates. 

I fhould now proceed to the fcfond Tabh^ oif 
that part of the Commandments whic|l Gontai© 
our duty to our Neighbgr^ but this I iball w^ave 
while I fet before you a Review of a Sunday as 
is ufually obferved, to oqr ihame be it fpoken^ 
in this Chrijlian Country. ^oxQt are idly 
fantring in the Fields ; others, which is moft 
amazing Impudence, in the Streets,, in the 
very Avenues to the Houfe oif Qpd ; . Some are 
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bad enoti^^ gating - ^^^ iYeoii;%hi^6id^ 
taking Journeys whiclr arei irot ar alf ni^crefla^Vj^ 
and might as tveU Be Dtjftpoiffirf: (3^hers, lii 
defence of all Laws huni^' a^ Wefl $s dtviinie, 
exercifing their Trades^ or locki^clSjj) in ftiani6- 
ful commerce wnl^ MaiiWfton, and ikyiiigtinto 
it tJUuart my God. 

/Tb cheek lliisih ottf felV^r a*i4(f dftief s^^ let us 
iiot forget that tile Saliba^K is cJblerVgd in re- 
membrajice of. our Savior's Refurretftion ; that 
his Relbrfeiftibrt is th^ foYeranner, and 
aflurance of Otirs; that the ftatfe Which fhall 
cornmence ffpiti that Jriihn^wii^^fcte happy ^ or 
mifetabte) arid this as WjC butfeives wiake it by 
our Behavior in thisWbrld, It may l^e. nio^ 
gloribtis ;;biit ih btir Rbad tb. it-we have many 
Oppohentsi^many PrailtieSlaiid' badTendeiicles; 
that arife from ourfelves; and many Impedi- 
ments that we meet with from others : that 
therefore great Care, and great Caution are 
jciquifite ; and that jBnce it is not poffible to be 
always on our Guard, the place of Security is 
the pljce; ; of uRsetitdftjtnt i one half of our 
difficulties we by this may furmount ; we baffle 
- Temptations by keeping out of their wayj; and 
when we mtift come in fight of them, we 
meet them armed, and forewarned, — But do 
we thus attack them, or do they thus attack us, 
when we eftimate neither their ftrength, nor 
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cur^s; when We will not give ourfelves 
time to prepare for them; when we neither 
fufpe<5): danger abroad, nor feek the friendly 
Shelter at home ? He ^yho relrgioufly keeps 
the Sabbath will be fliejtered at home, and 
fuch Refolution, fuch Armour, will arife to him 
thence, that when the Avocations of bufinefs 
£all him abroad, he will find his Feet to tread 
fure: the impreffions of Religion will be i 
match for the Worlds and the fevembPay a 
fecurity to the reft of the Week. 

I might now proceed to ftiew the con- 
fequeiicies of neglefting this Duty, but I am 
prevented in it by your own ReflecftionSi Is it 
not the confeflion of half you fee ruined. Is 
it not lamented by all you fee executed, that 
they firft forfook the Church on the Sabbath, 
dnd that thenr— GOD FORSOOK THEM ? 
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LECTURE Founh. 

now proceed to explain ihefecond Table of 
tKe Conimaridments. This contains our 
Dufy towards our Neighbor ^ and fets out with 
this. Honor thy Father and thy Mother ^i 

Herd it is dBfefva;bIe That the Corairiand- 
inleiit begins where Nature itfelf does, 
for aftho^ Cfiriftianity doth infpire z general 
Love and good will, nay has bidden us to honour 
all Mehy , ftilf it does not in the leaft abate of 
that' kind of Honor which we pay our Parents 
above all others; they deferve, and jtiftly 
claim it mofl:. For this Reafon, as well as others, 
it ftarids the firft in this Table. Another is be- 
caufe it has a reward exprefsly annexed to it, 
which lione of the reft has, that thy days may be 
long in theLand which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
A third is becaufe there is Ibmething ^s it were 
divine in the objeft of it ; for whereas not to 
commit Murder, Theft, Adultery^ hot to bear 
falfe witnefs, nor to covet, isfaid to be "virtuous i 
to honour and obey our Parents is ftyled pious. 
A fourth is becaufe Obedience to this includes 
Obedience to many others; for from hence we 
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Icarn and are naturally led to apply it to other* 
Relations, and to found in it the Bafis of 
Government itfelf. 

This being premifed I will next confider 
how far the obligation of thisCommandment ex- 
tends. And firftjto honour ourFather and Mother 
requires of us to make them fuitable returns . of 
Love and Aftiftance, to refpecft their Authority, 
and to fubmit to it, to have in remembrance 
what they have done, and felt for us; that to their 
Care, under God, we owe our prefervation in 
childhood, our maintenance and fupport in 
youth, our education, and eftablifliment in 
life : that by their Inflrudlions we have been 
guarded from Wickednefs, by their Wifdom 
from Folly, by their Labour from Want, and 
by their Indulgence from Pain. In fhort that to 
them we are indebted for moft of our prefent 
Enjoyments, and for our Capacity to encreafe 
and enlarge them. One principal defign of 
the Commandment therefore is to make us 
grateful; to make iis fttidy to give them as little 
Pain, and as much Pleafure as we can; to be a 
Comfort, and a Stky, and a Credit to them. 
He can never be faid to obey this Command- 
ment who either brings down their grey Hairs 
with Sorrow, or declines to rock their Cradle in 
age: In their Age we muft fupport them, in their 
neceffities relieve them; in their ficknefs 
cherilh them ; in their Lives blefs them, as 

they 
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they have bleffed us, and in their Graves 
weep over them. 

And what if it fhould be the hard Fate of 
fome to meet with Parents who iiegleft their 
duty to them, this cannot cancel theirs: we 
muft fubmit not only to the good and gentle^ 
but alfo to the frowardy by this and this only 
we may hope that our days will be long, and 
that our Piety will return home to ourfelves : 
experience will encourage us in the expeftation; 
for how few undutiful Children do we fee 
happy Parents, and how few do we meet 
with unhappy in their Children who were 
dutiful to their own ! 

But this Commandment is not confined . to 
our natural Parents, but extends to many other 
Relations; fuch as to the King, the common 
Father of his Country ; we are therefore to 
honour him, to ferve hini, and humbly obey 
him. It reqviires in the next place fubmiffion 
to Magiftrates, to the Minifters of God's Word 
and Sacraments, to Guardians and Mafters : 
farther it requires it towards all our Betters, 
and challenges Reverence to the Aged, Vener- 
ation to the Wife and Prudent, Refpedl and 
Deference to the rich and powerful, but more 
efpecially towards thofe, in whatever ftatc 
they are placed, that excel us in Virtue, and 
fet good Examples. 

H 2 The 



The next Gommandment is Thotf Jhalt (to 
po Murder ^. 

The firft and principal breach of this is wil- 
fully deftroying the Life of another; a^nd it is 
forbidden firft, becaufe it is committing a Rob- 
bery on Go4, and taking away by Force 
what he only has a Right to difpofe/of : a.nd 
fecondly, becaufe it is depriving another of the 
jnoft valuable of hunian Poffeffions. for thefe 
reafons, as well as on account of th? injury 
which Society receivers in lofing one of it's 
Members, we find that God allow'd no fatis- 
faftion for the life of a Murderer: other Crimes 
might be commuted for by Sacrifice, and Re- 
tribution; other offenders might lay hold of the 
Altar, but the Murderer could be taken from 
thence. ( fee Exod. 2 1 • 1 4. ) By the Law of 
Nations too he was adjudged worthy of the 

reateft Punifhment, no lefs than Life for Life. 

nd fo we find that when the Viper faftened 
on the Hand of St. Paul upon his coming 
afhore, the barbarians inftantly concluded that 
no doubt he was a Murderer whom thd" he hadf 
efcaped the ^Sfa, yet Fengeance Juffered nQt /cj 
five. 

Next to the Murder of another i? fprbiddei^ 
Self Murder y the guilt of which arifes from fome 
of the Caufes juft mentioned; namely no pne 
has a right to anticipate the ca|J of God, or 
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difpofe of his Gift : ancj again no one is at 
liberty to withdraw himlelf ' froni his Family, 
iiis Relations, his Neighbor^ nor from the 
jpublic ; all which are intitled to his help and 
affiftance, and have ^n Intereft and a Right in 
his Life, 

Thus far the Commandment is founded in 
Morality and the common fenfe of mankind, 
and the letter of it marks the extent of it. But 
Chriftianity carries ijt farther, and we tranfgrefi} 
p:^ thd* in a lefs^ yet in a very culpable degree, 
whenever we injure, or give pain to another 
man's Perfon ; whenever we tempt hiin to ex^ 
ceffes that impair hisHealth,and fbprten his Life; 
whenever we indulge in Luxury, and fliorten 
our own. In fhort whenever we tranfgrefs the 
bounds of Temperance, and do not, far as in 
us lies, protedl, preferve, and lengthen out 
jboth our own Life, and the Life of our 
^ieighbor, 

Thus much for thefixth Commandment, the 
neijt is, ThQuJbalt not commit Multery ^. The 
Crime here forbidden was puiylhed even by 
Heathens with Death; and no wonder, for 
next to Murder this is the greateft injury we 
can do another. And as in Murder the injury 
is not confined meerly to the objedl, but 
irpreads itfelf far and wide, fo Adultery draws 
along with it a horrid train of Evils. It 
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feparates the neareft Relations, deftroys all 
Connexions, and the beft of Friendfhips, lay§ 
the foundation of inextricable confufions, im- 
placable diflentions, occafions murders, and 
the moft tragical Events, and poifons all that 
confidence in a genuine Ifllie that animates our 
endeavours to provide for it. Nor is this an 
evil of a private Nature ; it deftroys that facred 
Cement that links us together' in Amity, and 
is the very foul of Society, The Adulterer 
therefore is not an Enemy to one man, or two 
men, but to mankind in general. For this 
reafon it is that by the Law of Mofes both the 
Adulterer and Adulterefs were fentenced to 
Death, and hence it comes to pafs that in the 
Gofpel it is pofitively declared that Whore-^ 
mongers and Adulterers God will Judge^ — that 
the Lord knoweth how to referve the unjuji unto 
the day of Judgementj but chiejly them that walk 
after the FleJIj in the Luji of Uncle annefs.— that 
becaufe of thefe things cometh the Wrath of God 
upon mankind,-- and again That no Whoremonger 
nor unclean Perfon, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Ckri/ly and of God. — And the 
Apoftle repeats it with great earneftnefs, and 
folemnity, of the which I tell you before^ as I 
have alfo told you in time pafi, that they who do 
fuch things fjjall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

But as in the preceeding Commandment 
rnany leffer Crimes are prohibited befides 
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the capital one which is Murder, lb in this 
many are forbidden befides Aduhery. Ye 
have heard, faid our Savior, that // was f aid by 
them of old time Thowjhalt not commit Adultery, 
but I fay unto you ivhofoever looketh on a Woman 
t<) luji after her hath committed Adultery with 
her in his heart. We muft therefore watch 
and correft our very Inclinations to this Vice, 
as the only means to preferve us frpm lefler 
Acfts of Incontinence; for thefe alfo are 
forbidden as well as the other. Thefe are 
bafe, and beaftly; occafion Sicknefs and 
Infirmities; entail difeafes on an innocent 
Pofterity, and are certain Inftruments to bring 
us to Poverty, and Dilgrace. — Take heed 
therefore how you indulge a loofe Defire, 
how you Riffer it to ftay a Moment with yovi : 
think not you may trifle with Virtue, the 
tranfition to Vice is eafy, the partition between 
them not fo ftrong as you think it. — Again 
as your Thoughts Ihould be modeft fo Ihould 
your Words; remember that your Bodies are 
the Temples of the holy Ghoji^ and your greateft 
glory to keep them under fubjedlion; re- 
member alfo that for every idle word ye muft 
give Account y And thefe together will teach 
you to walk honefily as in the Day, not in 
rioting and Drunkennefsy not in Chambering 
and IKantonnefSy but, laying afide naughtinefs 
and filthy fpeaking, to poffefs your Veffel in 
Sanclif cation amd Honor. 

The 
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*rhe l&ighth Cdmmadrhent is, Thou Jbafi 
mt Steal^. The firft thing forbidden in this 
Cortirtiandnienl is robbing by Violence. This 
by the Law of Nations is inmfnons, and to be 
puniflled ^ith t)eath: the next is fteah'ng by 
PfSud arid: Secrecy: and the reafon for 
prohibiting both is that were they univerfally 
pfadliced there could be no Property, no 
Security, no Encouragement for honeft In- 
diiftry, no Peace, but the World Would be a 
fcene of general Rapine, Plunder, and Diftrefs.' 
H^re too as in other Comniandments the 
f^rdhib.ition extends to diverfe Offences, 
which branch frorri the capital orie^ partake 6f 
it's Nature, and will fhare m its Punilh- 
Jftient. Such are ufing falfe Weights and Mea- 
fures; over-reachirtg in Bargains 5 taking Ad- 
vantage of the Ignorance, the Foible^ or 
Neceflities of others. Such alfo is withholding 
froiti another what is juftly his Due, tho* 
what he cannot legally recover; negledling 
fd pay our juft Debts, or contradling more 
than we can rea;foriably h<!>|)e/t6 difcharge.- 
He \^ho does any of thefe, or things like them, 
ft^als; and fo does he who, tho' he avoids^ 
tranfgrefling themeer Letter of the Command- 
itierit, adls not up to the Spirit and Intentionr 
of it : the Intention of it is that with the fame 
Mcafure we zvouldkave our Neighbor mete to us^ 
we mete to him^ that we guard and pro- 
tedl his Property, as we would have 
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our ownprotefted; and if perchance formerly 
Wfe have any way injured it, that we make 
Retribution. All this is included in the com- 
iliandment ; let him therefore thatjloky Jleal no 
more^ but rather let hiilfi labour ^ working with his 
hands the thing that is rights that he may have to 
give to him that needeth. 

The man who from fear of Poverty, or which 
is oftener, if not always the Cafe, from fear 
of application to far honefter meaiis, to Labour 
and Induftry, fufFers himfelf to be drawn into 
Theft, is fure to meet with Shame and 
Punilhmeiit here, and Will liever arrive at 
that new Heaven^ and new Earthy wherein 
dwelleth Righteouffiefs. 

The Ninth Commandment is Thou Jhalt not 
hear falfe fFitnefs againji thy Neighbor « . 

This cannot be tranfgreffed in its firft and 
capital fenfe without Perjury; the Sinfulnefs 
of which has been already Ihewn in what 
was hid on the Third, this Commandment 
therefore feenis to intend and prevent aX^rime 
different from it. It means after the three 
preceeding ones have guarded the Life^ 
and Property of our Neighbor, to preferve in 
the next place his Reputation. Next to our Life 
and Property this is our moft, valuable Pofleflionj 
if our Life depends not upon it, oiir Property 
.oftentimes does; but where Aerc is a true 
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fenfe of honour, this is even dearer than Life. 
He therefore who defignedly blafts another^ 
good Name commits an AA of Cruelty, as well 
as Injuftice; and the Criminality of it is 
encreafed by his hurting another at the fafhe 
time he doth, not ferve himfelf by it ; It k the 
Acft of the Devil^ the grand Accufer^ as his 
name iignifies : and this is the Sinnilnefs of it 
with regard to our Neighbor. With regard to 
God, it. is affuming his Province ; Who art 
thou thatjudgeji another'* s Servant ? 'to his pro-^ 
per Majter he fiandeth^ or falkth : We are not 
to condemn where the jtidgment is God's j nor 
pafs a Cenfure on others till we have Authority 
for it. But what do we, when in private or 
public Converfe we indulge in Slander and 
Backbiting, in Whifperings, and Mifreprefenta- 
tions? in evil Surmifings, and Ridicule? — :1s 
this chriftian, think ye? is it even moral? No, 
it is neither of them. Let us not pretend ta 
Humanity} that js too good naturedt to do ir— 
let us not pretend to Religion j that detefts 
it; — let us not ptetend to good Breeding: that 
would blufti at it;— let us not pretend tQ Wit^ 
true Wit is above it. ^Tis, Tinfel, ''tis Trafti y 
'tis a Kttlenefs of Sold:, 'tis a badnefs and 
depravity of Heart : and yet it poifons every 
cbnverfation, JBut for God's fake let us put it 
away from us ; we are not fafe while this opirit 
15 abroad: we can have no Friendfhips, we can 
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have no Neighborhood, w<j can h^vc no 
Peace. 

* 
But kcrp fome will aik tho' Imay not fay what 
IS f^^Ife of my Neighoor, may J not fpeak 
what is trtfe ? pjo, you nj^y not even do that, 
if th^t b.e againft hiip. If you require of me 
^hy you muf): not, I anfwjer becauie Charity, 
ana this Commandment forbid it; Charity 
you will remember, is kindy it thinketh no 
JEvil^ much lefs doth it fpeak jt : on the con- 
trary it cover etk a Mffhitude of jSins. 

Thefe are tjie Reafons that in the Levitical 
t.aw Mofes enafted that none /kould go up and 
down as a T*ale bearer ; and that bur blefled 
Savior upon the - Mount gave us in Charge to 
judge not that we be not judged. — * Let us learn 
therefore to Jet a Watch befqre our Mouth, an4 
to keep the boor of our Lips ; to take heed to 
our Ways tkdt we offend not with our Tongue ; 
and to have always imprinted on our memories 
what the Apoftle fays. By thy Words thot^ 
Jbalt be jufitfied^ and b^ thy Words thou Jbalt 
be condemned^ 

Thus much for the Ninth Commandment. 
The Tenth is given to enforce our Obedience 
to all the reft of this Table, for the frji is not 
concerned in it^. It goes to the bottom of 
things, and begins, where all evil Acftions 
begin, at the Heart, In order to prevent 
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fiich Atjlions, it correAs the Paflions, and 
Appetites, the firft Motives and Inclinations 
to them : without this human Nature is too 
corrupt, and irrefolute, to withftand Temp- 
tation. If a Man will indulge himfelf in Hatred, 
and a Thirft for Revenge, he will foon, in fpite 
of a Copimand to the contrary, be guilty of 
Murder :— if he will fan his Luft, and forbidden 
Defires, from committing Adultery in his 
he.art, he will commit it in faft. If he covets 
the property of his Neighbor, he will by and 
by fteal it.— If he views with jealous eyes his 
Eftima.tion ip Life, he will facrifice Truth, and 
every thing virtuous, to detract from it.r— But 
let him once learn the Art of Contentment, 
and that noble Maftery over himfelf which 
diftinguifhes human Kind from the Brutes, 
and is ohr beft, and moft eminent Charafter j 
^nd he wiU have no fuch Temptations^ 

This in general lliews the Reafonablenefs, 
and Excellence of this Commandment, that 
brings up the rear, is a kind of pledge for all 
the reft, and muft itfelf give way, before 
thefe can become ineffeftual. 

With refpeft to Particulars, it is calculated 
to promote the happinefs of our Neighbor, and 
of purf elves: of our Neighbor, becaufe while 
we neither covet his Property, his Reputation, 
or Pleafures, we Ihall not endeavour to deprive 
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him of anyone of them. And with regard, 
to Ourfelves, becaufe it will rid us of the moft 
uneafy fituation we can be placed in, a 
fituation we refolve to diflike. Yet this is the 
ilituatlon of all who harbour the Monfter 
Envy, draw invidious comparifons between 
what is, or might have been, ^,n(X for Hap- 
pinefs look beyond Home. 

The Folly of this one would think would 
be fufficient to preferve us from coveting; but 
if this cannot, the Sinfulnefs of it muft. And 
can it but be finful, as it is repining at Provi- 
dence, and faying others have too much, 
while we have too little ? — Is it not to put 
ourfelves in the place of the Almighty, and 
to fuppofe that we fee as far into the Reafon 
and Juftice of things, our own nature, and 
the nature of others, as he does who is infinity 
in Wifdom ? Is it not in the iaft place the 
higheft Ingratitude? for who is there that 
liveth, and doth not receive many bleffings iij 
this Life ? bleffings, which he doth not deferve, 
nor could procure for himfelf ? Are they not 
all of God ? Are they not all his Boon who 
^iveth freely all things^ and upbraideth not. 

I have now gone through the Command- 
ments, and I am fure I may affirm they are 
tione of them grievous. On the contrary they 
^re like every other thing which is required, or 
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forbiddea by Chrlft, jreafonjtblp in themfelves, 
pleafam in the performance, and produ<ftiye 
Dotb of private, ^nd publip Felicity. Very 
r%Ii^ therefore doth Qvr Church teach vj? 
//? h^ of God fp write all thepi his Laws in our 
Hearts. Whkt they are J have eAdcavoured 
to explain to you, but yoy cannot wiih a better 
fummary of them than that which is preparedl 
for you in the Catechifm in the arifwers to 
Aefe two qiaeftioAs, vi2. what is thy JPnty to- 
wards Godh.^jxd wjifif is thy Duty towards 
thy Neighbor ^? and I perfijade myfelf you wiJJi 
want no encQ»;:agen^e;jt to perule fhem fre-* 
quently, when I add, that he who wiil confider 
tnem with attejiitipn, cannot poiJ5Jbly be igncn 
rant of his Duty to either Qbjeijl, In fhort they 
are the cleared and the aWeft Compendium of 
both lever met with. To rfjein therefore J 
moA now leave yoM^ and proceed in the courfe 
of thefc l-iecStvtres to ej^plajin the Lonfs Prater 9 
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LiECTURE Fifth. 

WE have now gone through the feveral 
parts of the Chrijiian Covenant j what 
IS engaged for on the fide of Oc^d^ and what 
on Our's : have feeh what it is to be made a 
Member of Chriji^ a Child of God^ and an In- 
heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven : And farther 
what it is to renounce the Devil and all his fJTorks^ 
the Pomps and Fdnities of this wicked Worlds 
and all the Jinful Lufis oj the 'Flefh : to believe 
all the Articles of the Chrijiian Faith, and to 
keep God^s holy Will and Commandments. And 
now it very rightly follows that we beg of God 
to enable us to perform thefe Duties, But firft 
the Catechift reminds the young Chriftian that 
he is not able to do thefe things of himfelf, nor to 
walk in the Commandments of God, and to ferve 
him, without his Grace, which Grace, he tells 
him, he mujl learn at all times to call for by diligent 
Prayer, and then bids him fay the hordes Grayer. 

And here it is neceflary, as St. Faul fays, 
that we pray with the Underjianding, and that 
every one who makes ufe of the feveral Petitions 
contained in it, fliould know the Senfe, and 
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intention of them, for otlierwife our Prayef 
is meer jargon, and inftead ,of an acceptable 
fervice becomes Abomination. . 

I now therefore proceecf to explain thefe 
Petitions; but firft it may be ufeful to make one 
or two Obfervations. 

t^rayer is a duty founded in Nature 5 For 
we feel a thoufand Wants, and Infirmities ;r 
we find ourfelves unable to fupply, and corredl 
them; yet they are fupplied, and corredled; 
this makes us to look up to the Fountain of all 
Goodnefs, and Power ; and at the fame time it 
fliews us whom we are to praife for paft 
mercies, teaches us whom we are to pray 
to for future. 

Secondly, as to the Matter of our Prayers. 
There is nothing requires our deliberation more 
than. this. We really know not what to pray 
for: many things we take to be Bleifings, 
which are in tllemfelves, and in their end, 
Curfes. Many things we look upon as in- 
nocent, which are really criminal. Others 
there are which, tho' indifferent to good and 
evil, are yet improper objefts of our wifties. 
And laftly there are fome we are in- 
clined to afk^ tho* we know them to be. 
fuch- 
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But 6\vl blcffed Savior, the greateft Friend 
io human Nature that ever exifted, has prer 
vented us in all thefe Inftances, and given us 
a Directory that points out to us vvrhat w^e 
fhould pray for, and what wg flioulcj not pray 
for. 

But fuppofing us right in the matter of our 
Prayers, we may neverthelefs err in the manner 
of them. We may like the Scribes, Pharifees, 
Hypocrites, make longer Prayers than are 
decent; as if Heaven was to be viron, with the 
length of them: or like fome, who diflent from 
lis, difdain to be confined to any fet Form, and 
nm into extempore eifufions; as if we may 
approach our Maker without ceremony, and^ 
tho' we would labour an Addrefs to an earthly 
Prince, may negleft the manner in which we 
addrefs God. But this too our bleffed Savior 
has guarded againft, by furniftiing us with 
proper iriftru6l4ons hois)^ as well sisfor what^ 
,we ihould pray. And therefore as the Difciple 
did wifely when he befought him in thefe 
Words Lordy teach us to pray^ fo Ihall we do 
well to obfcrve his Diredlions when he replied 
after this manner pray ye^ 

I go on then to explain the feveral Petitions 

Jin the Lord's Prayer. The Lord's Prayer, fo 

called becaufe it was compofed by him for the 

^fe of his DifciplesS begins thus^ Our Father 
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which art tit Heaven. And hereby it diredls uS 
to the true and only objeft of our Devotion ; 
from the Siin, and Moon, and all the hoft o( 
heavenly bodies, from ftocks and ftonesj from 
faints and angels, to him who created theM 
all, wrhofe fcrvants they are, to God the Father 
almighty. 

It reminds us fecondly that he is our Father; 
the origin of our Being, the proteftor and 
freferv^r of it, the fupply of our wants^ our 
help iri diftrefs, our fupport in trouble, 
o\xx friend and all gradious benefadlor. This 
confideration fills us with Gratitude, and the 
neit fills us with Awe; for who can addrefs 
this univerfal Father which is in Heaven, and 
iiot recofleft the infinite diftance between hin*, 
and the greateft of Mortals? who but muft 
think humbly of himfelf, and confider that he 
is but Duft arid Afhes ? that Goid is in Hea veri, 
and he upon Earth ? that therefore all the de- 
votion he can poffibly exprefs in his words 
and adlioiis, all the reverence he can Ihevr 
in bodily worfhip, is due to him : that he is to 
apptoach him htimbly, petition him on his 
knees, and call forth every power of Soul and 
Body in his fervice ? . . 

§ 

It reminds us further of that place to which 
we all afpire, and to have our eonverfation in 
Weaven : to ieparate ourfelves a^ far as may be 
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from the things of this Life, and fet our affec-f 
tion? upon things above. 

The firft Petition in the Lord^s Prayer, thus 
underftood, very na,turally introduces the 
fecond, hallowed be thy Name. A due re- 
flection on what went before will lead to this. 
Who can look up to God, and confider him 
as that benevolent, and beneficent Being, froni 
whom we receive all we enjoy at prefent, and 
all we wifli, and expeft hereafter; as the 
Lord of Heaven, where he fits throned in 
majefty, and receives continual Praifes from 
innumerable Angels, and Archangels, but 
muft wifti to join in their Hallelujahs ? join 
with them hereafter we (hall, and why not 
begin it now ? gladly we catch the found, and 
let us waft it to the end of the World ! this and 
this only can give us a foretafte of future 
Beatitudes, and the more we hallow his 
holy name upon Earth, the more we fhalj 
f cjoice in it in his glorious Kingdom. 

And what doth this teach us but to menr 
tion his name • with reverence, to* honour 
him, and all that relates to him : not to 
profane the one, with fwearing and . curf- 
ing; nor the other, with jefting and light 
talking: but in all things approve ourfelyes 
the fervaijts of him whofe name is holy^, 
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and holieji of holies^ and hallowed throughout 
the World. 

The next Petitiori is. Thy Kingdom come. 
After beiilg ourfelves convinced of the 
Glory due to God, we charitably pray that 
all Mankind may be the fame ; and we 
mean by it, that his religion may fprcad 
over the face of the whole Earth, * and that 
all the kingdoms of the world be the 
kingdom of God, and his Chrift. — Who- 
ever therefore offers up this Petition, muft 
remember that it is indifpenfably required 
of him to contribute all in his Power to this 
end; by fetting an example of the chrift- 
ian Life, by inflrufting the ignorant, and 
reforming the finner; by bringing into 
light thofe who fit in darknefs; converting^ 
the Infidel, and untutored Indian ; by 
uniting if poflible all mankind in Lovej 
bringing all without, into the Pale of, Chrifl:'8 
Church, and healing the Divifions among 
thofe who are oi it : In Ihort by propa- 
gating the Gofpei both at home, and 
abroad, and letting our zeal in it keep pace 
with our Conquefts, and other Connedlions* 
This is what is primarily fignified in the 
Petition before us; and the next is, in 
the expreflSon of our burial Service that 
he would haften his Kingdom: that fo 
when the end of Chrift-s coming Ihall thus 

be 
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be fulfilled, and his kingdom on Earth 
cftabliflied, we and all tkofe who are departed 
this life may have our perfeSi confummation 
and bltfs both in Body and Soul^ in the nextj 
in that eternal kingdom prepared for his 
Servants fron^ the beginning of the JVorld. 

T^hy will be done in Earthy as it is in Heaven. 
Here we pray that our Obedience may be like 
jhat of the holy Angels— Their obedience is 
uniform, and it is abfolute. Like it ours can- 
not be while we are converfant with an artful, 
and a wicked World; and are as much inferior 
to them in our Powers, as we are in our rank 
of Being: but as it is where our blefled 
Savior, bids \\i to be perfeSl, even as our heavenly 
Father is perfeSl^ fo it is here ; and all that is 
intended by it amounts to no more than this, 
that our obedience be as like that of the holy 
Angels as our nature will admit of; that we 
ferve God- with all our Hearty and with all 
our Soul^ and with all our Strength. Beyond 
this we cannot go, for if We did, we fhould 
-ceafe to be Men, and commence at onji^ 
Angels. — -So too tho' we cannot, ftri<5lly 
fpeaking, belike him who is the fame yejierday, 
and to day, and for ever, with whom is-tio 
variablenefs, neither Jhadow of changing^ yet 
we muft endeavour after it as much as we can : 
we do not his will on Earth, as it is done m 
■{heaven, while we ferve him by Fits, and by 
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Starls: we muft remember that what is our 
duty this minute, is our duty the next, and to 
the end of our Life : and as no Figure in 
nature pleafes fo much as a Circle^ becaufe it 
is uniform: fo nothing recommends us both 
to God, and the World, fo much as an uni-' 
form courfe of afting; it (hews we aft from 
Principle, not Caprice ; that we do not fct up 
Baal againft the Lord^ nor halt between God^ 
jind Mammon^ 

This therefore is what we are to underftanc^ 
by this Petition. The next is Give us this Day 
our daily Bread. This in the firft place teaches 
us to moderate our appetites, and reduce our 
dcfires to an humble ftandard, fVhat we Jhatt 
eat^ or what we Jloall drinks or wherewitkall 
we Jhall be cloathed^ is the concern of an 
Heathen, not a Chriftian; thefe are his 
principal goods, they are the leaft of ours : 
if theie are not in his pofleffion, he knoweth 
not where to cxpedl them; we know it, and 
are fure to receive them. He that chathetk 
the Fields we know will cloath us : he that 
feedeth the Raven^ will much more feed Man. 
This petition therefore teaches us to reft upon 
his providence, which will never fail to biefs 
our honeft Induftry, and ,to hear us when we 
pray w^ith j^gur that he would feed us with 
food convenient for us^ and nothing more. 

It 
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It teaches further not to extend our folicitudc, 
to take no thought for the morrow ; it is enough 
we provide for to day, to morrow will be as to 
day— fo too it cautions lis againft all im- 
moderate wifhes; not to alk for Wealth, or 
grandeur, or power, to be cioathed in furpJe 
and iine Unen^ and fare fumptuoujlyi but. to 
confine our petitions to what is necemiry for our 
prefent health and convenience. — ^And further 
it reminds us that fo long as God fupplies us 
with thefe, we have all that is requiiite : This 
is not our refting place, we are but on the 
road ; if ^ we have fufficient to make that 
toleriably comfortable 'tis well, 'tis enough; 
we hope to pafs over Jordan^ and there to 
have our Milk and Honeys till then, fo long 
as we have Manna^ let us be content. 

The next thing we pray for is the Forgivenefs 
of our Sins. In many things we all offend^ 
( for who is there that liveth and, lineth riot ? ) 
and who without forgivenefs can eftape. 
Punifhment? To obtain this for- us^ our 
blefTed Savior came upon Earth, fuffered death 
upon the Crofs, and now fitteth at the right 
hand of God to make Interceflion for us^ But 
here we mufl reniember that Forgivnefs is 
promifed upon two exprefs Conditions: the 
one is that we tnily repent of our Sins ; and the 
other, that we forgive them that fin againft us: 
forgive us our trefpaffes^ as^ or in the feme degree 

as 
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as,' we forgi'be them that trefpafs againji uii 
There are no two things in all the fcnptures 
declared with more clearnefs, with more force^ 
and, I might add, more frequently than thefe 
are: as to the firft of them, St. Liike fays i 
except ye repent ye Jball all perijh : and as to 
the other, hear what your Savior fays, in the 
Parable of the unforgiving Servant ; O thotj^ 
wicked Servant I forgave thee all thy debt 
becaufe thou dejiredji me^ Jhould^ not thofi 
alfo have had compajffion on thy fellow Servant^ 
even as I had pity on thee ? as he had not, his 
Lord ordered him to be delivered to the Tormen^ 
tors^ till hejhouldpay all that was due unto him: 
and left we fhould mifapply, or mifunderftand 
the Parable, he explains it to us ; fo likewife 
Jhall my heavenly Father do alfo unto you^ if ye 
from your hearts forgive not every one his Brother 
their trefpajfes. 

Of this we are reminded whenever we f e- 
peat this Petition : nay more, we acknowledge 
the jufticej and the recftitude of it^ and beg to 
be forgiven on this very Condition : to offer up 
this Petition therefore, While in our hearts we 
treafure up Hatred, and a deiire of Revenge, is 
the greateft infult we can offer to God; it is 
telling him, either that he knoweth not what 
pafles within us : or that we pay no regard tcjf 
what he hath been pleafed to notify : to 
offer it up^, under thefe eircumftances, is 
* effedually 
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©ffc^ually to prevent' the very good we ptzy 
for; we d^fire at the fame time not to be, 
heard-rr-!- hay, it isworfe; it is in effedl praying 
that we may not be forgiven* If therefore, 
fori cannot conclude this better, thou bring 
thy gift to the Altar, if either at Church, 
or in thy CJofet, thou wouldcft offer up the^ 
Lord's Prayer, xind there remewbreji that tky 
Brother hath ought againfi thee^ gS^ thy way^ 
jirjl to be reconciled to thy Brother^ and then 
come^ and offer thy Prayer 4 ' 

But to proceed. Lead us not into Temp^ 
tation* How much we are expofed to Temp-^ 
tation, how mtich We arp folicited by evil and 
corrupt affedtions within; and by cuftom, 
falhion, habit, and feducements from without ; 
we know by fad experience^ We know too 
that our enemy is vigilant, that he walketh 
about fee king whom he may devour^ and like 
a Lion lurketh in thievijb places to murder 
the 'innocent; we. kiiow alfo our Iiiability to 
with^and him : rriany give themfelves no pains 
todo it^ few of us take much : but luppofe we 
did, we are not fufflcient of otirfelves, our 
iliflSciency is of God: and therefore to 
him muft we pray^ that we may be able to 
Jiand in the ei^il day, and having done all to 
Jiand: that he would put upon us his. whole 
armour ; refledlion, fortitude, prudence^ 
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temperance, virtue, and piety, the Breaji'blate 
of Right eoufnefsy the Jhield of faitk^ thejword 
of the Spirit. If we do this, he will hear us, 
he hath promifed, to our unfpeakable com- 
fort, that if we refift the Devil, he fhall flee 
from us ; and altho' he fufFers us for good 
and wife reafons to be tempted, it ihall not 
be above that we are able to bear, but with the 
temptation he will alfo make a way to efcape ^ 
At all times therefore, and efpecially when wc 
find ourfelves wavering, fhould we p^ray as 
we are here diredled, lead us not into Temp-- 
tation ; that is fufFer us not to be led into it, 
for God cannot be tempted^ neither tempteth he 
any man; but he may, and doth, permit others, 
and efpecially, our own hearts, to do it; 
and will, till we beg of him not to permit 
it. Whenever therefore we fay lead us 
not into temptation, we mean, do not ju- 
dicially, and in anger, give us up to the 
Power df it. 

But deliver us from Evil. That is when^* 
ever we are tempted, let it be for our good, 
and not to our deftruftion ; let it be to ap- 
prove us refolute in God's fervice, determi- 
ned to oppofe the World, the Flelh and the 
Devil, rather than him ; to facrifice the feem- 
ing plcafures, and little interefts of the 
world, to his fervice ; to fight a good fight, 
to finiih our courfe, and obtain the Prize: 

ia 
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in lliort to come out like filver, purified irj 
the Fire^ the brighter for every Trial* 

• ■ ■ • . ^ . 

This we- mean, or Ihould mean, whenever 
we repeat this Petition; and we mean fur-p 
ther that: God would deliver us from Pain, 
from Afflidlions, cruel Trials, and from evil 
in general ; but above all frorii the greateft, 
^nd moft- fatal of them, the evil of Sin at 
iprefent; and the certain unavoidable Puniih.- 
njent that,, without Repentance, will fucceed 
ft hereafter. 
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ThcJfe.are the things we are direfted by this 
formto pr^yforrbut as jbr^y^r is the confequence 
of want, fo praife is the confequence of our 
wantbeing fupplied. And therefore as every one 
of us, iafome fhape or other receive every hour 
of our life many bleffings from God, we fhould 
every hour add to thefe our petitions the 
tribute of our gratefulleft praife. And indeed 
it is meet^ rjghty and our bounden duty that we 
Jhould at aiL timesy and in all places give 
thanki^uHto thee O Lordy holy Father ^ almighty 
everhjiing God! T'herefore with .Angels arid 
Archangels J and with all the company of Hea^ 
ven: wt Jaud and magnijie thy glorious Name ; 
evermore praifing thee^ and faying^ hfily^ holy^ 
holy Lord God of Hojlsy Heaven and Earth 
are full of thy Glo^^y. Glory be to thee O 
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Lord m6fi highf we ptapfc tkee^ we bkfs thee^ 
we wBrJbip thee^ we giorifie thee^ we give thanks 
to thee^ O Lord God^ heavenly King, God the 
Father almighty : and both in this prifent 
jiate^ 4nd in thdt^ which through thee, we hope to 
inherit y thini be the kingdom, and the power, and 
4nd the ^lory, for ever and ever^ ^ 

Thus then I have gone through the feveral 
petitions in the Lotdh prayer; at the End of 
Which, as Well a6 of the reft of out prayers, 
we fay Amen; by which we conclude oxtt 
requefts, not only with a defire to be heard, 
but to Ihew further that what comes thus from 
our Lip, comes firft from our Hearts; that 
we have well confidered what We are alking, 
and are ferious iji it. To expatiate ori the 
excellency of the compofition; it's propriety 
and perfpicuity; it's brevity, and yet it's 
comprehenfivenefs ; it's benevolence, and 
great ufefulnefs ; is fcarcely to be attempted. 
I will therefore rather beg of you to ufe it 
frequently, at leaft to ufe it Morning and 
Evening; you cannot begin, nor end the day 
better, you co\4d not nnifh Life fo well. 

To encourage to it I need only add " that 
^' the eternal Son of God who was acquainted 
" both with our infirmities, and with their 
^^ Cure; who knew both what our condition 
^^ prompts us to alk, and what his Father is 

willing 
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^^ Willing to grant ; He hy whofe merits we 

<^ are redeemed, and through whofe name 
only wr can expcft ta be faved, hath 
taught us thus to pray: and fince we 
offer up this prayer by his direftion, we 

'" may reft aii^ed it wifl be Hcqepted through 

^^ his interceflipn, '* 
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LECTURE Sixth, 



IAm now brought to the concluiion of the 
chilrch Catechifm: have explained the 
chriftian Covenant^ the chri/lian Faith^ the 
chrifiian Duties^ and the chri/lian Prayer^ 
In fhort you have had a fummary view of the 
do(5lrines of our religion, and have nothing left 
but to confider the two principal ordinancies 
of ft. Thefe you have fet down in the anfwer 
to this queftion- How many Sacraments hath 
Ckriji ordained in his church ? T'wo only K 

The Jewifli difpenfation was loaded with 
innun^erable Rifees, -and Ceremonies, and im-i 
pofed a Yoke which neither the later Jews, 
nor their Fathers, were able to bear : but our 
bleffed Savior has relieved us from it, exchange 
ed it for an eafy, and light burthen, and in- 
ftead of many principal ordinancies, has com- 
manded but T'wo. Thefe are Baptifm, and the 
Lord's Supper^. Both thefe are Sacraments'^ 
and in order to confider, and underftand them 
as fuch, it is neceffary to enquire what is their 
nature; or, in other words, what does properly 

conftitute 
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conftitute a Sacrament j in preference to Rites 
of an inferior rank* 

But before I proceed to this, I judge it 
neceflary to make one or two obfervations* 
The firft is, that thefe are faid to be generalh 
necejfary to falvation: they are- generally 
neccffary to falvation, but nor abfolutely ne- 
ceffary ^, that is they are fuch duties as muft 
not be negledled, . unlefs on account of very 
great, and infuperabie obftruAions ; one of 
thefe is having no opportunity ; as for inftancc 
where a Child dies before its Parents have it 
in their power tp get it baptifed : to fuppofe 
fuch a child to be an objeft of divine wrath 
when it was never capable of wilful tranf- 
greffion, is to think moft unworthily of the 
father of mercies: but to be an Objedl of 
IFrath is one thing, and to be an ObjeSl of 
Favour is another. • Every child, born of the 
feed of Adam, is under the original fentence of 
Death, pronovmced, in confequence of his 
tranfgreflion, on all his defcendants : this fen- 
tence God engages to reverfe, and to reftore 
the party to Immortality, upon his entering into 
covenant with him in Baptifm ; but he en- 
gages for it on no other terms. For this 
reafon all parents fhould take care to lofe no. 
opportunity to have this Sacrament ad- 
miniftered,: we do not fay that for want of it 
God will not of meer grace and favour re- 
ftore 
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ftore the Infant to Life; but ftruSl juftice doth 
not require it : and if the benefit be loft to the 
infant, it is the Parent's fauk. Can they an- 
fwer this to their Child ? can they anfwef it 
to their Confciences? and will it not rife up 
againft them at the day of Judgment ? 

So alfo for the Lorcfs Supper. This too ia 
generally neccflary to falvation ; but . It id 
not fo, where w^ are fituated either in a place 
where it is not adminiftered at all, as in 
heathen Countries; or where it is fo ad-- 
miniftered that we cannot conimunicate without 
Idolatry ; and this is the cafe in all PopiJi> 
ones. Or laftly in the abfence of a Prieft. 

In all thefe Cafes our Omiflion is not 
wilful, and confequently our Salvation not 
affefted by it. -— But where there are no fuch 
Impediments, all befides, which we fubftitute 
for them, the Bufinefs of our feveral calling^^ 
the want of preparation, and the like, are 
ttieer wilful cvafions, meer excufes, and fiib» 
terfuges, which add to our Condemnation^ 
inftead of preventing it. 

The next obfervation I would make is that 
when we anfwer T'wo only, we declare our 
difTent from thofe who make the number 
of Sacraments greater, or lefs, than Two.Thefe 
are the fakers ^ and the Papijisi the firft 
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^pf which allow of^ no Sacraments at all; an^ 
the othef mairitilh ther^ are iSe^oeii. '^ " . 

That both tbefe are wxong will appear 
when \\re explairt the next /(^eftJohV what 
meariejl thoii by the WoKd Sacrafhent ? ' th6 
anfwer is, J mean ah baiii^ard and vl/ible Jjgn 
of an inward ahd fpi'MtuaJ dract^ gtDjen unto 
uSy ordaineS bj \Chrtfi hmfelf^ as a mean's 
whereby iJpe riireive trie' Jdme^ dnd a Pledge to 
aj[/ure~ US thereof. ' ' 
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Before \^e prddeed it is lieceffary to •preniife 
that there is a sreat diffdrenge" berweeri 
iSddrdfnenti\ and other J^ites. ' Otiier Rites at6 
badges of our Profeflipn, but, a Saci:amQnt is 
fomethi Ag more. In ' thb bid ^ Tfe|Vament, 
CircltmcifiQn, and propitiatory Safcrificfes Xyerc 
t>f a different nature and order from. the. other 
ritual precepts of Cleanfings, ' Dlftiri^On df 
Days, Places, and Meats. . Thefe w^ere in- 
deed Precepts givexi , them ' by . Oo^i, *' land 
therefore tbue obferved; but tl^y' we^e ndt 
fader al afts, and thererfore' are (uborcilnate to 
them; b\it Sacraments are fcederaji. Aft§l and 
therefore of a diffetcnr nature fibtti Rites that 
are not fo^; 
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We go on then : to conftitute a Sacrament, 
tliere jnuft be an InRitution of Chrifi. in which 
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fome foirm^ or words ^ itty and by which, fdderal 
ASls do pafs on bothjides *• 

Matter is neceflary to a Sacrament; for 
words, without this, may be of the nature of 
prayers, or Vows, but cannot be Sacraments : 
Other afts of worlhip are only a6ls of the 
mind declared by words, or geftures; but 
Sacraments are the application of a material 
iign, joined with the afts of the A^lnd, 
words, and geftures— Another requifite h 
(I Form I that is, fuch words joined with it 
as do appropriate the Matter to a par tic th 
lar ufe : and laftly this uje mufi be fader aL 

This is the beft; defcription of a Sacra- 
inent that I can give you. Apply it in the 
jfirft place to paptijmi and then to the 
Lords /upper » 

In Haptifmj there is an Jnjiitittion ; go and 
teach ali Nations^ baptizing them : there 
h Matter^ xh^ Water: there is zForm^ the 
perfon dipped or . walhedw .—• There are 
Words y I baptize thee in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, arid of the Holy 
Ghoft^ And it is a Covenant, between God, 
and him, 

~\ ' • ' . • ■ . ' . 

tn the L(^ ft Supper^ theie is an Iti^itiih 
ntion: do this ill Venoiembrance of me<f 

there 
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there is Mattery the Bread and Wine: thejrc 
is a Form, the eating bread, and drinking 
wine, — There are fiords , take, cat, this & 
my Body; and drink ye all of this, for this 
jis my Blood. And it is a fader al A6t i; 
ye do hereby Jhew the Lord^s L)eath *till kt 
come — my Body which is given for you ; my 
Blood which isjhed for you, and for many^ for 
tha Remijfion of Sins^ 

Apply this to Confirmation^ Penance^ Orders^ 
Marriage, and extreme UnBion, and it wiU 
hold goicd in none of them. So that we do 
right when, in contradiftion to the ^uakers^ 
we fay there are T'wo Sacraments; and in 
contradiftion to the Church of Rome, that 
there are but two. 

Our notions of a Sacrament being thus 
rightly ftated, I proceed to fhew Firft, of what 
parts a true Sacrament confifts. Thefe are 
two ; 7*he ouiward vijible Sign, and the inward 
Spiritual Grace f. tne oiitward vifible fign 
in the facrament of Baptifm is the JFater 
wkereifi the perfon is Baptized E. The outwar4 
vilibie fign in the Lord's Supper is the J^re4d 
a^nd Wine \ The inward and fpiritual Grace 
in Bkptifm, is a D/ath unto Sin, and a pew 
Birth unto Righteoufnefs *^ . The inward pah 
or thing fignified in the other Sacrament is 
the Body and Bkodof ChriJ^k^ The benefits 

M i * ^ • • ^ of 
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of the pnq is that from being objeAs of 
puniiliment:, we are forgiven, and made 
the chirdren of God ^. The benefit of the 
other is. the ftrengthening and refrejhing of 
our Souls by the Body and Blood of Chriji^ as 
the natural Body is by Bread and Wine ^ . 
This lliews the popifh Dodrine of T'ranfubr 
Jlantiation^ to be abfurd : and that when we 
mention the Body and Blood of Chriji^ ' as 
verily ^ dnd indeed takeriy and received by . the 
faithfuly in the Lord's Supper ; we do not 
jnean that they eat the identical bociy ah^ 
blood of Chrift, but that they are intitl^'d^tp 
^he benefits purchafed for U5 by t(is jQeath. "']. 

This being explained, I proceed to mcAy 
fecondly, How^ or in what manner they operate : 
and then, what is to be done previoujly^ tQ, them. 

As to the firft of thefe, little. wi|l ftiffice. 
They do not operate qs phyjtcal qualities ; ndr 
py way of Charms : lor the intention of 
both . of them is to bring us to yighteoulhefs : 
but if meerly being baptized, or receiving 
?he Ix)rd's Supper, be fufficient,* without any 
thing before, at, or after it^, this intention 
is fruftrated; nay the very reverfe would 
ulj;e place: for who needs be careful to preferve 
a gopd confcience, or difquieted at a guilty 

on^. if the Sacraments can lave him, let him 
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|6l as he will ? The Scriptures give a very 
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differcHt account. '/?/. P^/^r fays that 5j/?f//^ 
faves US; how ? not as it is an a,6Hori that'Wames 
ps; not becaufe iirfutteth aw.d^ th Filth of the 
Flejh; but hecaufeit is the anfwer of a good 
confcience towards God. It 'is the fame 'with 
regard to the Lor/f j* Supper; by Jhus JJpeming 
forth the Lo?dy' Death tilFf^^^^ are 

admitted to" the^ Cd0piUnion of ' his ^^nody and 
Blood; ^tlulls' td kiiizie, i^^^^rtn^rihip ,witi 
other ChrMhhs^'in^heEffe^^^^ ^ 

his Death.— But was it thus witK^ j if das ? Isi 
'thus withr any other unworthy receiver ? No^ Si% 
"Paul tells us A^ is guilty of the Body and Blood 
of Chrifi y ' that he eateth and drinketh 
condemnation' to himfelf^ and' muft expecft, in 
confequehce of it, to be weaky and [Jickly^ 
(fnd per Haps to die before his time. 

^^ TKi^ plainly fliews that we muft cooperate 

"wiihthem: they are the outward vijible Signs 

^of^dn inward^ andfpiritual Grace ; and ordained 

[by Chriji as the Means by which we receive 

[this Grace; but they are alfo feeder al^ and 

jit the fame time they are pledges to ajfure us of 

/ij^ fuppofe us to perform the conditions on our 

part, as God performs his. 

• ' This being explained I come next to fet 
before you what is required of thofe who 
come to them. Arid firft for Baptifm, 
"i^ohat is required of ^perfoHs'''^ta be baptised? 

• ' the 
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the anpwer iV, Repentance , whereby they for fake 
Sin ; and Faith j whereby they Jledfajuy believe 
the promifes of God made to them in that Sacra-- 
ment. You fee that both Repentance, and 
Faith are required ^ • 

4 

In what Repentance confifts was explained 
in the Firft Ie(fture, where I treated of our 
part of the Covenant; that we will renounce 
the Devil and all his JVorks^ the Pomps ami 
Vanities of this wicked Worlds and all the 
finful Lujts of the Tlejb : and fet before you 
what it is to renounce them. The laith too, 
which is here required^ was confidelred in the 
fecond, in what I faid concerning the Articles 
of the Chriftian Faith. Thefe, rightly under- 
ftood, and attended to, leave us no Room to 
doubt or miftruft the promifes of God mad? 
to us in Baptifm. And therefore nothing 
remains but to anfwer the . next Queftion* 
JVhy then are Infants^ baptized when by reafon 
of their tender age they cannot perform them; 
that is, cannot perform either Repentance or 
Faith. The anfwer is, becaufe they promife 
them both by their fureties ; which promife 
when they come to age themfelves are bound to 
perform. They are bound to perform them, 
as I told you in. the firft le^ure, becaufe the 
things promifed in their names are duties of 
eternal and immutable obligation; ^nd fuch 
as they muft needs perfprm at a riper age 

whethe 
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whether any fuch promife had> orhadjnot, 
been made for them in their Infancy* 

The next Queftion is, and it is the laft 1 
^all have occaiion to fpeak to, what iV 
required of them who come to the Lord^s 
Supper f whoever obferves on what pafleS 
within him, muft-Jbe fenfibl* that we are 
deceived in nothing, and by nothing more 
than our own feives : we are apt to forget 
thofe Aftions of our Lives which we know to 
be criminal; and again we are apt to fhink 
others innocent, which ate far otherwife. Far- 
ther if neither of thefe be the Cafe, we felddm 
give ourfelves the trouble to enquire, or think 
at all about them. The Confequence of this 
is that we approach the holy Table witfadut 
a wedding Garnjent; eat and drinlc the 
Lord's Body without duly conlidering it, and 
lb turn the greateft of all fpirittial bleflihgs Into 
a fnare, and condemriatioil^ The Cat^chifm 
therefore tells us that it is required that we 
examine our feives, and fo doth St^ Paul ia 
his Epiftle to the Corinthians^ whofe irregular 
and indecent behavior at the Sacraihent he 
Jiad been reproving; let a Man examine 
himfelf and fb kt him eat of that bread, ^nd 
(drink of thai Cup. 

But we are fiinher told wliat fliould be the 
particular Heads of tb's felf examinations aiidi 

the- 
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the firft of thefe is, whether we repent ttstruly^ 
of our former Sins. That is, whether We nave, 
K) far recoUedled them, and dweh npon^ the 
mahgnity of them, their ofFenfivenefs to God, 
and good men, and the hurt and injury they, 
have done to our Souls; as to feel an hearty 
ibrrow, and contrition; and are alhamed 
of burfelves for having committed them. Fot 
till this be the effc6t of our examination, it 
profits us nothing. 

The next is, whether we Jiedfafily pnrpofe 
to lead a new L,ife? Meer Sorrow for fin, 
andunlefsit be accompanied with refolutioris 
hot to repeat it, ihay perhaps deceive ourfelveii 
for awhile; but it cannot deceive long: if.it bel 
genuine, it will not f^op here : by its fruits we 
inuft know it : it will fet out with good re- 
folutions, proceed to good works, follonioing 
the commandments of God, and walking frorit 

thenceforth in his holy ways. 

^ • ... . , , 

Another is, whether we have a lively faith 
in God's mercy thro* Chri/i P Nothing is- inbre 
expreffly declared in holy Scripture, thaii 
that we are redeemed by the merits and inr 
terceffion of Chrift: this is the only fiaOi 
under heaven by which we can be faved. G^d 
fo loved the world, faith St. John, that he gavk 
his only begotten Son, that all who believe in 
him fljould not pmflo, but have everlafting Lifei 

•and 
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and again, if any manj9 we have an advocate 
with the Father Jefus^ChriJl the righteous^ 
and he is the propitiation for our Jins. This 
therefore we muft firmly believe, and happy 
are we in believing it. 

But this is not all. We are to have a thankful 
remembrance of his Death — ^This naturally 
follows the other : for who can think of what 
our bicfled Savior hath done, ^nd fufFered 
for us, and not be filled with gratitude ?. wh6 
can recolleft his Death, and not remember 
that eternal Life and happinefs which he 
thereby purchafed for us ? and who again 
can think of it fefioufly,^ and not triumph iii 
this, that as we are planted in the likenefs of hts . . 
Death, we fhall be planted alfo in the likenefs 
of his Refurredtion. 

And now comes the laft thing required of 
them who come to the Lord's Supper ; to be in 
charity with all men. To approach the Lord's 
Table with an heart unforgiving, is fure to meet 
with tlje rebuke which we find in the parable, 
friend how cameji thou in hither not having a 
wedding garment f we here meet to ac- 
knowledge the greateft aft of mercy the world 
ever received, the forgivenefs of fins; the 
;reateft inftance of love that could be exemp- 
lified ; the Son of God laying down his Life 
for our fakes. Thefe are the nappy fubjefts of 

N . our 
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cuf meditations, and pnlfes ; to thefc arc we 
invited; and in thefe we perform an acceptable 
fervice : but it is on this exprefs condition, that 
we have love one to another i, To be in charity 
with all men, requires of us more ; it requires 
of us not to circumfcribe our charity within 
the narrow bounds of affinity, neighbourhood 
perfuafloii, or party ; but to let it be, like our 
Savior's, univerfaL 

It requires too, that as all mankind are obje<^8 
of our charity, fo this charity ftiould extend 
to our wifhes, and prayers; not confined lo 
the hand, but feated in our heart, and afFeftions : 
that we do all the good to others we poflibly 
can; iand never think evil of any one: that we 
fotm no rafli judgements of other men's aftkms, 
lior reprefent them with illnature: that we con- 
ceive the beft we can of all men, and 
pry into no one^s defers but our own : that we 
relieve the neceffitous, confole the affli^^d^ 
and help the . dtftrefled : always remembring 
the words of the Lord Jefus, how he faid^ 
it is more Nejfedtopvey than to received • 

• • • 

I have now gone through the Church Gate- 
chilm, and have, I hope, enabled you to ex- 
plain it to others. Remember therefore the 
words of the Apoftle; freely ye have received^ 
freely give. Remember atfo that every Soul 
which pcriAeth through your negleft, will be 

required 
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required at your hands. The parent who 
funers his child to continue in ignorance, 
when he might inftrud him, will anfwer for 
the confequences of that Ignorance; and how 
foon, and how luxuriantly, ill weeds fpring> 
where the Ground is not cultivated, you all 
know : Trj/« up a Child in the way it 
Jhould go^ and when it is oldj it 'will fiot de^ 
part from it : let it be neglefted in itg 
earlier years, and it will as long retain Vice. 
Young minds are like wax, capable of any 
imprefldon; fufceptible alike of good, or 
bad* — Begin betimes then, and prevent at 
iirft, what you can never after efface : be 
but half as careful to provide for their Spi- 
ritual Jntereft, as you are to accumulate 
wealth, and other temporal goods; and you 
will fave yourfelves, and them. Scduloufly 
enough ye rife up early, and but !ate take 
reft; no Toil fatigues you, no Labour is 
too great, fo you can but leave them rich: 
but what are thefe Treafures upon Earth? 
the Moth^ and the Ruft corrupts tkenfy J'heives 
break through^ andjteal them. Or fuppofing 
them to ftay with you, will they eafe a pain 
of mind? will they ftop afigh? they may 
prevent cold, and nakednefs; they may 
affift a diftemper'd Body, but will they fpeak 
peace to the Soul ? will they ftill the tumults 
there? will they banifh Fear, and Dread, 
and Guilt? No, without Virtue gnd Religion 

N 2 they 
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tjicy are nothing: one good principl.e you 
Ihall inftiU into yotir Child, is worth them 
all. This is a Treafure like the widow's 
Cruife ; this ^yill never fail. Imagine him 
on a Death-Bed, arjd then fee, if he wiU 
not thank you more for taking care of his 
morals, than for all you have done for him 
belides? and judge you yourfelyes, whether 
it will riot give you more joy to fee him die a 
good Chriftian, than to live in riches, and 
fplendour, but in a pourfe of wickednefs, 
that muli end in horrid Prefages, and, with- 
out repentance, mifery eternal 

But if yet you wlih to leave hiip poffefl^ 
ed of the good thirjgs of this Life, (for fo it 
feems we muft call them,) have you not 
much njore Reafon to hope for their conti- 
nuing with him if he be virtuous, than if 
he be otherwife ? A good mjn will not 
fpend more than he can afford, bec^yfe that 
is hurtihg others ; a good man is out of the 
way pf many temptatations, to which the ir- 
religious are for ever exppfed; and as fin i$ 
ever attended with great expences, fcarce any 
Ihare of worldly acquifition?? wjll be ade* 
quate to them: but it is not tjiijs with goo4 
men, and tj^ey have a n>.uch betjer fecurity 
yet ; ^ they have the bleffing of God upon 
thern, fo that tkf Sun Jloall not hurt them by 
Dayy neither the Moon by ni^ht^ 

"'^ Nor 
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Nor will thefe efFefts of your care extend 
only to your children, they will deliver down 
the fame precepts to theirs ; they will take the 
fame care of thefe, that you took of them: 
they, and you too, will find your reward in it; 
and perhaps the beft, andgreateft that can be; 
jiot the pleafyre of a day, or a year, or a life 
only ; mit the rewards of thofe who turn many 
to righteoufnefs. Hereafter ye will ihine as the 
Stars in the Firmament : at prefent you have 
the fatisfadlion to think, that you have done 
your duty to them ; that you leave them in* 
ftrufted to do theirs by others; that you are 
haftening to a land of peace and happinefs, 
and that THEY SFJALL SHORTLY 
FOLLOW. 
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MODE OF EXAMINATION^ 



«« 



LECTURE rirft. 

What is yottr name? 
How many names have you ? 
When had. you your firname? 
When had you your chriftian name ? 



b. Why do you call it your chriftian name ? 

* ■ 

c. What fhould yout chriftlan name remind 

you of? 

d. Who gave you this name, and when did 

they give it ; 

64 What benefits did yOu gaia by being 
baptized ? 

/. What is it to be a member of Chrift ? 

g. What 
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j^. What duties are expedled from you m 
return for this -benefit^* - - - 

h. What is it to be a child of God ? 

/. What duties &c. as before ? 

t . ' • ; 

k. What is It to be an inheritor of the king- 
dom of God ? 

/. What duties &c. as before ? 

m. What did your godfathers and godmothers 
do for you in baptifm ? 

fWhat mean you by the Devily aind all his 
works ? 
n. i What by the pomps and vanities of the 
I world ? 
I What by the fmful luft of the flefh ? 

Q. What is the fecond thing they promifed 
for yovi ? 

■ ■ • ■ . ■ ■ 

p. What is the third ? 

y. How long are you to obferve ind do them? 

r. Dei 
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r. Do you think you arc bound to believe 
iind to do as ybut godfathers and god« 
mothers promifed for you? and why? 

s. Why do you fay by God^s graee fo I will ? 






LECTURE Sfccond. 

^ Where do you find the articles of the 
cfiriftian faith? 

t. Why do you call It the apofUe's creed ? 

c. What ufe is it of? 

d. How many parts does it Confift of? 

e. What does the firft part relate to ? 

f. What does the fecond relate to ? 

g. What does the third relate to? 

ft. What are you taught by them all together ? 

O LECTURE 
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LJ£CTURE Third 



a* How many commandments are there, and 
where do you find them ? 

h4 In what form \Vere they originally deliver- 
ed; and to whom? 



c. 



•How many of them relate to God, and 

which are they ? 
How many to your nei^botir, arid which 

are they ? 



d. What is the firft Commandment, and what 
doth it teach ? 

€. What IS the fecond, and tvhat is its in- 
tention ? 

/. What is the third, and what &c. as before 

g. What is. tha fourth &c. 

h. On what day of the week is the Jewiili 

Sabbath? and what did they com- 
memorate in it?- 

U On w^i^t day of the we?k is the Chriftian 
Sabbath, and what do we commenK)- 

ratc in it? 

LECTURE 
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LECTUEE Fourth, 

/7. Wl^at is the fifth Commandment ? 

b. What is the fixth ? 

c. What j|s the Seventh? 

d. What is the eighth ? 
f. What is the ninth? 

f. What is the tenth ? 

^g. The firft four f^t forth your duty to God? 
What is it? 

hf The fix laft defcribe your duty to your 
Neighbour. What is it ? 



LECTURE Fifth, 
a. Why do you call it the lord's Prayer ? 



O 2 LECTURE 
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LECTURE Sixdi. 



a. HoMT many Sacraments are there ? 

b. Which arc jhey ? 

c. Arc they neceflary to falvation ? 

d. Wherein do they differ from other rites ? 

. €. How do yop define a Sacrament ? 

f. Qf how many parts does a Sacrament 

confift? 

g. What is the outward form in Baptlfm ? 

h. What is the outyvard form in the Lord'? 
Supper ? 

i. What is the inward and fpiritual grace in 
Baptifm ? 

k. What is it in the other Sacrament? 

/• What bene^ts 4p y^P receive frpn^ ^^^^ 
baptized? 



m. Whai 
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«• What are the benefits we receive from 
the Lord's Supper? 

p. How do jthe %craments oper^|:e ? 

0. What is required of Perfons previous to 
their being baptized ? 

p. W^at do you mean by Both ? 

g. ^hat is required of thippa who purpofc to 
receive the Lord'5 Supper ? 



If. B. Tb^fe qqeftions are not to be put 
lalways in the Courfe in \yhich they here iland, 
nor in the fanye Jvords ; for otherwife the evil 
jfvill remain which is hereby intended to be 
reme^ed : but this muft be left to the 
j^ifcretion of ^e iOatechifi. 



LECTURE 
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LECTURE ON CONFIRMATION. 



HAVING explained tlje Church Qatechifm fo 
as I hbjpe to enable every parent not only 
to underftand k himfelf, but fo aMb that he 
may make his Children underftand it, I think 
. it may be ufeful to give you fome inftruAioris 
relative tOi confirmation. And here T think it 
IS neceflary to fet before you the four following 
things, firft the nature and defign of Con- 
firmatioii. Secondly the reafonableijefs, and 
utility of it. Thirdly who ajre the proper candi* 
dates for it, and laftly how they arc to 
behave Before, at, and After jTf 

But before I proceed to the firft of thefe 
it will not be amifs to premife that, altho- 
in what follows I am to addrefs myfelf 
chiefly to young perfons, they are not the 
only ones I am concerned with. Many of 
you are Parents, many of you are God-r 
fathers, matters, or guardians : it is your duty 
therefore to affift me In mine; and it is for 

that 
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that purpofe, among others, I lay this 
before you ; that ye may not plead ig* 
norance as an excufe for idlenefs; or fup- 
pofe you are diichargid from the care of them, 
^t leaf): ^till they have difcharged you. 

When it Is they difcharge you k more 
difficult to fay than you may imagine : foi" 
the Church gives it in Charge to every 
Sponfor that he take care that the Child be 
brought to the Bijhop to be confirmed by him. 
But more than this is intended ; it is ex- 
pedled that as he firft prepares him for 
Confirmation, and then fees him confirmed, 
fo he be a w^itnefs againft him if in future 
he doth not perform his Engagements, and 
remind him of them upon every grofs Fai- 
lure. 

This being preraifed I proceed to enquire 
what is the nature and defijgn of confirmation* 

This I think may be explained in . fome 
fuch eafy manner as this. By the Tranf- 
greffion of our firft Parents, which is record- 
ed in the Book of Mofes^ called Genejis^ 
all their Defendants forfeited that Immorta- 
Kty which God intended for them, and be- 
came mifcrable, and Ihort lived Beings, that 
were to eat their Bread in their Yweat of 

their 
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their Brow for a few years, and then fink 
into their Graves, andt never after oxift. 

From this dreadful ftate they ivere re^ 
deemed by the bleffed Son of God^ whqi 
after taking upon himfelf to fatisfy his of- 
fended Father, as he did by being born of 
a Woman, and dying on a Crofs, admitt^ 
cd them to a Covenant of Keconcitiatton with 
him by Baptifm. 

. In this Covenant certain things are agreed 
to on both Jides. God^ on his part vouch* 
fafes to adopt us as members of Chriji^ as 
the Children of God^ and inheritors of his 
Kingdom of Heaven. We on our Part pro-r 
mife that we will renounce the Devil znd all 
his WorkSy the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked PForldy and all the finfull lufis of the 
Ilejb : that we will believe all the articles of 
the Chrijiian Faithy and that we will keep 
God^s holy wilt and Commandments^ and walk 
in the fame unto our Lifers end. 

This is the Covenant betwixt God and 
us ; and becaufe, at the time of our being 
baptized, we are unable to underftand 
what pafles on either fide ; our Godfathers 
and .Godmothers do, by way of guardians, 
and furetles, engage for us, and in our names 
promife that we mall perform what belongs^ 

to 
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to usi Tills is ail the feciirhy wc can give at 
prefent : but when we come to years of difcrc^ 
tion> the Church expedls of ys that we fhould 
publickly declare, that we do now give our 
free and voluntary confent to what was done, 
and engaged for, in our names at Baptlfm: 
that is, that now we can difcern between 
good ^nd evil ; and that the things, which 
pur fporifors tindertook for us, are for our 
advantage, and fuch as it had been out 
duty to do,, whether they had promifed 
we fhould, or not; we do folemnly ratify, 
and take upon ourfelves to perform .them* 
Namely that we will renounce the 't>evil and 
all his works J the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked worldy and all the Jinful Lufis of the 
Flejh : that we will believe alt the articles of 
the Chrifiian faith ; and that we will keei^ 
God^s holy will and commandments^ and tialk 
in the fame all the days of our Life^ 

This is what is meant by being confirmed : 
and it is done in the prefence of the Bilhop, 
who after the example of the Apoftles ( as you 
Ivill fee from feveral pailages of the new 
Teftament, fuch as Ads, 8. v. 17. and AcSls, 
19. V. 6.) adds to his folemn benedl6lion the 
Impojition of Hands ^ 

The better to encourage you, you who 
either by nature, your engagements at the font 

P in 
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in the charadlcr of fponfors; or ydu whofe Duty- 
it is to prepare the youth for this rite from 
the Relation you bear to thera as Mailers, 
or Guardians; I recommend in the fecond 
place to confider the great Utility of Con- 
firmation. 

Now h'ttle as this is regarded, it will 
ijpbn a fair ex^amination appear to be one 
of the moft ufeful rites of our Church : and, 
inftead of the contempt ' with which it is by 
many received, ^o deferve their efteem, and 
attention. 

For can you conceive any thing df gfeatef 
utility than for young perfons, juft arrived at 
that age, when their temptations are many, 
and their forces but weak ; when they are to 
encounter the world, and have had little 
experience of it; to be fortified with religious 
principles, and pre-engaged in the caufe of 
Virtue ?— *• The way to this, is to make them 
recoUecft their baptifmal covenant, and give 
their perfonal fecurity for the performance 
of it. Nov^ perhaps the beft, and greateft 
they can give, is their public, avowed pro- 
feffion to obferve, and fulfill it, declared in 
the fight of God, and his Church; and en- 
couraged by the hopes of divine afldftance 
therein from the Prayei'S of the Bifhop, 
and others pre feat. . 

The 
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T'ke Church of England in requiring this 
of young perfons is by no means lingular. 
Buxtorf tells us that when the "Jewijh child- 
ren arrived at the age of Thirteen, and had 
been taught the Law, and their Prayers^ 
they were prefented by their Parents before 
an holy aflembly, and there folemnly took 
upon themfelves to obferve the -havo; and 
were from that time to anfwer for. their 
own Faults. And Jofephus fays, they could 
as readily give an account of the Law^ as 
they could anfwer to their jNames^ 

If we fearch further we Ihall find fome- 
thing parellel to this among Heathen na- 
tions. It was required of the Perjians^ when 
ihey came to Man's Eftate, to fwear that 
they would defpife all filthy Lucre^ bodily 
fleafurCj and vain Glory : that they would be 
virtuouSy that they would worfhip the Gods, 
honour their Parents, fp^^k Truth, do good, 
and never violate thefe Engagements. Jt is alfo 
recorded, of the Athenians, that when their 
young men were enrolled, they bound 
themfelves by an Oath to obferve the folemn^ 
7 ties, and received Cujioms of their Country i 
and to reverence, and defend the Religion in 
which they were born, * 

All this eftabliflies the Utility of Confir- 
mation, and fends us forward tQ (enquire in 

P 2 the 
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the Third Place, who are the proper fubJeSis 
of it.' And thefe are all fuch as haveDeen 
Baptized in their earlier years, when th^ 
were unable to uiiderftand what was doings 
As for thofe that were baptized at a riper 
Age, and who in their own perfons have 
fcaled the covenant with God, 1 do not con- 
ceive it neceflary that they be confirmed: 
becaufe as confirmation is no more than a 
public declaration that we now undertake 
for ourfeivcs, what had been undenaken for 
us by others; fuch perfons as did bind them^ 
felves originally, can lay themfelves under no 
;reater obligation than they were under before: 
Lowever it may not be amifs for them, and 
indeed for all adult chriflians to fee others con* 
firnied; becaufe it will be natural for them 
to recoiled^ whether they have not, in many 
inftances, broken their vow ; and if they have, 
privately to refolve, through the grace of God, 
to obferve it more religioufly for the time 
to come. 

So again there are others who are under no 
neceflity of being confirmed. I mean fuch 
as have received the Lord's Supper: for as this 
is the higheft a(ft of our religion, and prefup- 
pofes the communicant, not only to have been 
baptized, but to have well weighed the obli- 
gations which the firft Sacrament laid upon 
him, and alfo to live in an a<5lual, and habitual 

performance 
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performanee of them j for fuch petibns to be 
confirmed is to return from firong meats unto 
^Ik again. 

It is necdfary to menttoa bin oiie thing 
more, and that is the abfurdity of being con- 
firmed more than once: when once you take 
upon you the performance of your bapcifmal 
icovenant, you engage for y<Hir whole Life; 
and if you tliink, by repairing to the Biihop a 
fecond time, to wipe off your tranfgreffions 
.during the interval between one confirmation 
and another, you trifle with him, and your 
felf : thefe tranfgreffions muft be pur^d by 
repentance, and ncwnefs of life j and thefe 
jire your only cure^ 

Upon the whole then, fuch perfons as were 
baptized in their Infancy, have not yet received 
the Lord's Supper, nor been confirmed before, 
are the proper candidates for it: and I have 
nothing to add upon the fubjedl except the 
jfg^ of the party ; for his other qualifications 
wUl follow hereafter, 

The propereftAge is from fourteen to Jixteen; 
for at Jixteen the Church deems us fit to 
receive the Lord's Supper : and I fay from 
four teen J becaufe tho' we do now and then fee 
a child of twelve or thirteen who by the ad- 
Vjai>tage of an uncommon capacity, or by 
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better inftru&ion and education than falls to 
the lot of moft children, is more ferious, and 
better enabled to judge of this rite, than 
others of the fame age, (and for that reafon 
fuch are fometimes admitted to it) yet in 
general it is otherwife; and therefore the 
confirmation of them is better delayed : the 
more fo, becaufe if no opportunity for it Ihould 
offer fooner, the neceffity of it may be fu- 
perceeded by receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

I come now in the fourth and laft place 
to ihew what is required of the Candidates^ 
before J at, and after confirmation. Before con- 
firmation, after notice of it is given, it is ex- 
pedient that they repair to their Minifter, and 
fignify their intention to him; that fo he may 
be enabled to judge of their qualifications, and 
affift them in their preparation. The next 
thing they have to do is to look over the office 
of confirmation, which vvrill naturally fend 
them back to the catechifm, where they will 
fee what their Godfathers, and Godmothers 
promifed for them. After this they muft di- 
ligently examine themfelves, and fee how far 
they have performed it ; wherein they have 
been deficient, and i^ what particulars chiefly. 
When this is done they are by prayer, 
and humble application to the throne of Grace, 
to beg of God to forgive them what is paft, 

and 
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and affift them in their refolutions and endea- 
vours to amend. They muft fit down and 
confider that they are now folemnly engaging 
for their whole lives ; and are to proceed in 
a courfe of Religion, at an age moft averfe ta 
it, when they have the giddinefs, and the 
paifions of youth to contend with, and the 
examples of others, thoughtlefs, and as gay 
as themfelves. They muft remember, that 
on their fetting out well depends their future 
fuccefs ; and that as they qualify themfelves for 
confirmation, they in all probability make good, 
or bad men. And laftly, that tl^ir happinefs 
in this world, as well as in the next, is con- 
ditional, and refts entirely on the promife of 
God made to obedience; and therefore as life 
is uncertain, and death to be apprehended in 
every ftage of it, they can never be fure of 
happinefs, unlefs they be obedient to him from 
their Youth up. 

Having thus explained what they muft 
do Before confirmation, I go on to their 
behaviour at it. This muft be grave ^ 2ind ferious ; 
and it muft be veryjtncere. It muft be grave, and 
ferious, becaufe it is tranfafting an affair upon 
which their falvation, as Chriftians, greatly de- 
pends; and if they take due care to prepare them 
ielves for it, they muft be fenfible that this 
a6l is to give a tindture, and an efficacy to all 
that ftiall follow. And therefore as they 
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would not willingly iet their hand to a writings 
in which they are nearly interefted, without 
weighings and confidering the contents of it, 
fo neither will they, or ou^t they> to offer 
themfelves to the Bifhop^ but with a fenfe of 
the importance of the promife they are going 
to make ; and with fteady resolutions to keep 
and perform it. 

So again they will remember that this 
promife is made publickly. Do ye here, feys 
the Biftiop, in the prefence cf Gody and o^ 
this congregiition &cc. a moft awful appeal this^ 
and on a moft awful bccafion ! their behaviour 
therefore muft be very Jincere : efpecially 
becaufe a want of lincerity here, is not barely 
a want of honefty ; but it is a want of regard 
to all that concerns them neareft : to all inuiort 
that a rational creature can thiilk of great 
importance to him. It is for this, his miniftet 
examines and inftrufts him; it is for this, he 
attends, and prefents him; and it is for this, 
he is required to perform it before the Bifhop^ 
the higheft minifter in the Church of Chrift^ 
and a character which every good mind muft 
reverence. 

Our next enquiry is how the candidates arc 
to conduft themfelves after confirmation. Soon 
as they retire from the Church, they Ihould 
repair to their Chamber; and there returi^ 
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thanks to God, for his goodnefs m admittir^ 
finful diifl and aihes to a covenant with hIm«-~ 
Here ihould they «beg of iiim to grant them 
of his grace Power to perfevcre in their 
refolutions, and that they may continue in an 
uniform courfe of obedience to his will, 
belief of his word, and a religious obfervance 
of his ordlnancies. When they have done 
this, let them not think the Catechifm is no 
longer of ufe to them; it never is ufelefs: on 
the contrary it is always a fenfible falutary 
Remembrancer, and a kind of touchftone 
whereby they may prove the meafure of 
their obedience, and regulate all their failures 
in duty. 

All I have farther to mention, is, that the 
gjreat end of confirmation is to prepare them 
for the Lord^s Supper. It is indeed made 
almoft an indifpenfible condition of our ad- 
mittance to it : none Jhall be admitted^ fays the 
Rubrick, untill fuch time as he be confirmed^ or 
be ready and dejirous to be confirmed. Soon 
therefore as they have been confirmed, they 
fhould make the work perfedl by qualifying 
themfelves for that facrament. The beft 
qualification is an habitual good Life ; but for 
their further inftruAion it is advifeable that 
they read fome fhort trads on the fubjeft; 
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* and thefe I could wifli may be in general 
fuch as their Minifter (hall recommend to 
them. I mention this, befbaufe an injudicious 
choice has mifled many well difpofedperfons, 
and is one great caufe that this neceflary duty 
is fo much negledled. 



* Among others, an Effav on the Holy Sacrament of i^e Lord's 
Supper. By a Layman. Lonaon printed for J. Walter, at Homer s 
Head, Charing-Crofs. Price bound one Shilling. And, Archbilhop 
^mge's anfwer to all the Excufes and pretences which men ordina- 
rily make for their not coming to iM Holy Communiqn. Price 
three Penot. 
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OF THE NATURE, 

AND 
PJ9UGATI0N OF RELIGIOUS VOWSL 

Pfal. 5<i. V. 14. 
Pay thy vows unto the moji High. 

MY defign from thefe words is to remind 
you of thofe facred Refolutions and 
Promifes which, at different Times, and upon 
different Occafions, we all of us make. But 
before I particularize any of them, it may not 
be amifs to obferve, that be the thing promifed 
evey fo trifling, our word is facred, and muft 
not be violated : fo again be the perfon, to 
whom the promife is made, ever fo inconfider- 
able, it is nevenhelefs binding; it flill is a pro* 
mife; and if we wantonly break it, we have 
no longer any pretenfions to honefty, or the 
efteem of the world, 

Q_2 Now 
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Now if this be fo in the intercourfe between 
one man and another, will it not be much 
worife in what pafTes between him, and his 
Creator ? if the one be mean and difhonourable, 
the other is fhameful, and impious; if the one 
deferves flight and contempt, the other - 
defervcs anger and punilhment : if our promifes 
to meo are binding, nrnch more furely aite our 
promifes to God. Yet fuch are all our pror 
Jeffions of fervice ; fsxii are all our vows of 
amendment ; fuch are all the refolutions .we 
TTiake in otir more ferious hours: and fiich 
in ihort is every engagement we lay ourfelves 
under to him. 

Here thqn . forely is a field for fevere 
RecollecSron, and tftat fetf-cxattiinatioa, which 
are duties at all times, efpecially on Sundays, 
and other feafons fet apart for then!, 

I fhall therefore endeavour to reprefent to 
you moft of thofe folcmn promifes which at 
different times we all make* 

The firft of thefe is at owv Baptifm; and it 
is that we will renonnce the Devil and all his 
works^ the fomps and vanities of this wicked 
war Id, and all thejinfullujis of the jiejh: that 
we will believe all tne articles of the chrijlian 
Faith; and that we- will keep God^s holy will 
and Commandments^ and walk in the fame all 
the days of our Life^ AH ye therefore who 
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have been baptized^ bwt are not yet of 2jg^ 
to b* confirmed, Who daily are hinrufted by 
yotir paremsy and others, in What paffed at 
your baptifia, Ihould confidw whether you 
have done yxmr duty^ and pe*fo!rmed this 
proraife, as f ax a& ye knew;- and tinderftood 
ii ; Whetrhct you love aJnd honour thofe who 
iptfbruft youy and axe triiy defirous: to* behave 
as thi8jy bid you. If you are, and endeavour 
lo db fo, God will biefs you; but if ye be the 
children of difobedierice, you will alfo be the 
phildren of wrath, Thefe things you fliould 
endeavour to keep in memory, and your pa- 
rentkihouM fretjocntly remind you of them. 

The ziCKt we make is at being Confirmed. 
In this facred rite* we do in the prefence of Godj 
and the Congregation^ renew the folemn promife 
and vdw that was "made at our Baptifm, ratify- 
ing and confirming the fame in our own perfonSj 
and acknowledging ourfehes bound to believe ^ 
and'ta do all thofe things which our godfathers, 
and godtifothers then undertook for us. This 
promife we make before the Bifhop,' in the 
houfe of God, and accompany it with devout 
proftration, and prayer. Does it not therefore 
behove all of us, and efpecially fuch as have 
been lately confirmed, to take a review of 
our behaviour from that time to this ; whether 
we have purfued the inftrucftions given us upon 
the occanon, and carried into execution the 
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rcfolutions we fo folemnly made. None, it 
is to be hoped, offered themfelves to the Bifliop- 
without very ferious intentions to anfwer the 
defigns of his coining, but I muft now tell 
them, what they muft acknowledge I did then 
tell them, that one great end of confirmation 
16 to prepare, and lead them on to the holy 
Sacrament: and as this is frequently adminiftredy 
and they have, in the courfe of one year,. 
many opportunities to receive it, their negledfc 
is wilful, and therefore highly finful^ 

But to proceed. In this great and neceflary 
zS: of religion, we do, if pomble, lay ourfelves 
under ftili greater obligations to holinefs : for 
what do we when we ; receive the LorcTs Sup^ 
per, but offer and prefent ourfelves^ our fouh^ 
and bodies^ to be a reafonable^ hply^ and lively^ 
facrifice unto God?^ Dp we mean nothing 
when we fay this ? are we not fuppofed, nay 
4o we not fuppofe ourfelves, to be ferious, and 
in earneft in it ? and if we are, will it not 
operate on our condu6l after it ? ought it not 
to operate on it? and if it does not, are we:^ 
not found liars unto God ? 

But to proceed. Befidqs thefe grand times, for 
engaging ourfelves to perform the duties of 
our religion, there are many others when we 
renew our profeflions : and among thefe none 
occur to me looner than our hours of devotiotii, 
When thefe are private^ as in our Clofet, in 
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our retired Walk, or our Bed, it is irapoffible 
not to fee when we offend, and againft whom 
we offend; it is alfo iippoffible not to feel 
compunftion for our fins, thankfulnefs for his 
forbearance, and a fear of forfeiting this for 
want of amendment. Here let every man 
afk himfelf, how often have I refolved upon an 
alteration of conduft? how often have I 
folemnly promifed it ? and if I have folemnly 
promifed it, how dare I then not fet about it ? 
Has God no knowledge ? can I impofe upon 
him ? are all my repeated tenders of fervice 
of no obligation ? wul this fervice not be ex* 
pefted; and if longer delayed will it not be 
deemed mockery ? 

Next to our devotions in private ^ we come 
to what pafles when we pay them in public. 
Our ferviccs here confift of four parts : con- 
feffion of fins, fupplication for mercy, thanks- 
giving for good things received, and profeffed 
refoiutions and vows of obedience. Duties 
thefe not confined to the Churchy for they all 
may be, and we trult are, performed in the 
Clofet : But come they not here with an 
additional gravity? if th^ be mockery, the 
mockery is the greater for being fo folemn. 
Let every man therefore confider What he 
promifes here : let him rccoUeft when he join$ 
in the fervice, and in thofe ufeful intervals 
that give us paufc for refie<ftion, what rcfolu* 
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tions he makes; when with his mouth he con- 
fefles his fin, hovir his 8p.iil vows to forfs-M it : 
when we acknowledge the wrath of God 
againjft hypocrites, that he will be fincere, ftnd 
without affe<ftation: when he hears of his purity j 
that he will be pure : when he is recoimting 
his mercies, that he will fjiew mercy: and 
when he is imploring forgivenefs, that he \^ill 
forgive i I fay it is impoilibie to join in our 
Liturgyy and not be awakened to good re- 
folutions. who, for iriftance, can call God his 
Father, and forget the honour due to him 
from that relation? who can addrefs him in 
Heaven, ^nd not in heart thither afcend? 
who can call him his judge, and not tremble 
at his future account? who can offer up his 
prayers thro' the merits and interceffions of 
Chrift, and forget the duties which he owes 
to his redeemer ? and who can be reminded 
of any of thefe particulars, without fuitabU 
reiiedlions, and refolutions? 

But fuppofe thefe to fail, and a foul fo be- 
numbed as to Hide through the prayers with-^ 
out them,; there are certain pauf^s, and feafons 
when they will make their way to us. In the 
PfalmSy and in the LeJfonSy we fee it done in 
the perfon of others, and tho' befotted 
enough to be fecure for a while, fhall by and 
by be awaked by example. To thefe I may 
add thofe ferious Mememos and Incitements 
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which are offered from the Pulpit : ftrange* 
if a fermon ftrikes not fome ftring or other I 
But be this as it may, by whatever means 
we are led to right reflections, and refolutions, 
they are.fo many promifes made to the 
Almighty, and as fuch will be required at our 
bands. 

What I hjave^ obferved will hold true when- 
ever we come to Church, and join in the 
ordinary fervices of it. More ftiil do our 
Minds and Confciences operate when, as I 
faid above, we receive the LorcPs Supper. I 
mean when we conceive aright of the iti-- 
ftitution, and confider it as it is, d thankful 
Remembrance of the death, and paffion of Chrijly 
arid afolemn profejjionof love and union with all 
his members. I fay whoever receives the 
Sacrament with this idea on his mind^ cannot 
fail to vow the greateft gratitude to his crucified 
Savior, obedience to his Laws, and forgivenefs 
and benevolence to all whom he died for. 

Confider this ye, who in fpite of thefe facred 
engagements indulge yourfelves in implacable 
hatreds, in malicious ppinions, and mifrepre-^ 
fentations ; in difcord, and variance ; in anger 
and clamour^ in cenforioufnefs, and hateful 
ill-will t who inftead of rejoicing with them 
who rejoice, and weeping with them that 
weep, are unaffedled with others misfortunes, 
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and perhaps contributors to them; who ihilt 
up your bowels of compailion, and fee a 
Brother have' need. Confider this ye who, 
altho' ye appear thankfully to cbmmemorate 
the death of Chrilt, crucify him afrelh with 
your fins ; and while you hypocritically con^ 
fefs him with your mouth, in fafts deny 
him. Confider it ye, who by not attending 
to the motions of your own hearts at the 
Sacrament, or any other religious duty, whe- 
ther fuch as ye perform in your Clofet, or in 
the Church, do as the Jews did by their I'm- 
ditions; make the promtfes of God of none effeH 
to you, betaufe you keep not your's. 

But befides the opportunities for . private^ de- 
votion which every man has at every hour, 
befides the opportunities for public, which are, 
or fhould be, frequent in every parifh ; befides 
the Sacrament, which in all is adminiftered at 
leaft three times in every year; there are 
other feafons when you are particularly called 
upon to recoUedl, and amend your lives. Such 
IS the Sabbath Day ; and fuch is the Faji of 
Lent > a feafon this, fet apart not indeed meerly 
ioxfajling ( for that of itfelf can have no merit 
in it; but for religious retirement arid felf^ 
denial. If we obferve this as we ought, not 
fuperftitioully ( for whatever is fuperftitious 
can never be true Religion ) but* tor thofe 
pious purpofes for which it is retained in our 
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Church ; that is, if we feparate ourfelves from 
our ufual diverfions,, and obferve a more than 
ordinary degree of moderation in our paftiipes 
and picafures ; if we leave the world, and the 
little interefis in it, to cultivate an acquaintance 
with God, and our own Souls ; and by an ex-^ 
traordinary courfe of temperance give our 
faculties power to exert themfelves. I fay if 
we do this, and this it is to keep Lent, we fhall 
find in ourfelves a forrow for them, and a 
hearty dcteftation of ourfelves for committing 
them: and this forrow, and this deteftation, 
cannot fail to work in us fincere defires, and 
folemn refolutions to forfake them for the time 
to come.~f Will it not therefore be our duty 
afterwards to enquire how far we have per- 
formed thcfe promifes, and whether they 
were vain words, or came from our heart ? 
Ye muft think it is, and if upon enquiry you 
.find yourfelves guilty, how will you be ac- 
quitted in the fight of the Almighty?— Brethren, 
laith an Apoftle, if our hearts condemn us not, 
then have we confidence towards God; but if 
that condemn us^ God is greater than our hearts, 
and knoweth all things. Thefe would always 
fetus right if we con fulted them fairly: but 
the misfortune is, we fpeak peace to ourfelves 
whea there is np peace, and take as ipuch 
pains to be deceived, as the great enemy of 
our nature does to deceive ^s. 
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Thefc fiated Tinjcs, of Prayer being fpokeir 
to, there are no other than thofe occtifiomi 
ones which the Legiflature for good and wife 
purpofes think fit to appoint Thefe are dftaUy- 
enjoined in times of national danger and dread, 
when the judgments of God are abroad, and 
the fons of ipen fhould learn Rightotrfhefet 
Either when we are inya;ded with Epidemical 
ficknefs, fuch as that which before our time, 
and in London only^ fwept arvray i^ one year 
near an hundred thoufand: or when we are 
alarmed with horrid convulfibns of the Earth, 
fuch as in our time laid Lijhon in ruins, and 
in many parts of our own kingdpni threatened 
us. Such again as when we are at War\ the 
ifllies of which ^re always uncertain, and its 
immediate effeifts bloody, and dreadful. Thefe 
vifitations whenever they are fent, are punifh*? 
ments inflidled on a finful nation, and nothing 
but Reformation and Amendnient in the na^ 
tioAal charadler can avert them from it. Here 
then it is the duty of every one to contribute 
towards this by his fupplications, and prayers^ 
his failing and alms, but above all 3)? amending^ 
himfelf. And it is impoffible not to be fcrfous 
in it when he recoUecSls that befides the motive 
of charities, connexions of kindred and country, 
all which fhould be dear to him, his private 
happinefs muft rife or fall with the public. 
For thefe reafons on fuch occafions our 
Churches are unufually crowded, and a general 
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the thne^, feem to pi*evaili h\ it not tJifen our 
duty, when tftis firft fervcmr feegins to abate, 
cdoflty to recall tvhfft pafled in btir irtind^ on 
tJiefedkys, what compiiniftion we felt for our 
finsi and what v6w^ of afn^ndment we madfe* 
Every one of us has^ fome favorite fault, andE 
fuch_ of us as are wife wifl make that his 
Shcrijice. Birt fliall' we not enqiiire whether 
it be not revivi'ns? whether our abhorrencfe of 
it is as great as ever ? whether we perfiff in 
our refolutibns, and fee things as they appear- 
ed to us then ? And if on the contrary we 
perceive oiirfelves growing languid, our indig- 
nation at fin to abate, and the convert already 
wavering on the brink of a relkpfe ; ought we 
not to take the alarm ? ought we not to con* 
fider what it is to trifle with God ? Is this a 
fafi^ arid an acceptable da^ to the Lord ? is it to 
bow down the head like ahullru/b^ andtofpread 
fackcloth^ and ajhes under us? Is it even to 
confefs, and lament our fins for one day only ? 
no, if that one day has not its due' effeft 
upon thofe that fucceed it ; nf it doth not lay 
0, foundation for righteoufnefs all our Lives 
jtfter; our prayers, and our failing, were all farce 
gnd hypocrify: and inftead of thofe falutary 
ends they were defigned to produce, inftead 
pf averting the judgements of God from us, 
pnd our poftcrity, are the readieft means to 
l?j:ing them down upon both. 
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Hitherto my obfervations have been con- 
fined to what pafTes at our formal devotions. 
But there are other times when we are apt 
to make promifes, and afterwards as apt to 
negleft them. Thefe are lirft in profperous 
fortune. It is much to be feared that foitie 
men enjoy an uninterrupted courfe of it for 
many years together without ever looking up 
to the gracioufi^ . Author and Give? of it: to 
men thus befotted and ung^wuc^Qjl^ I am not 
now fpeaking, but to thofe who willingly 
acknowledge that all they have and enjoy 
is owing to God's good providence: fuch 
men as thefe cannot help being ftruck with 
gratitude, efpecially when they fee others, 
who appear to deferve as much as themfelves, 
finking under grievous afflidlions : The mind 
naturally breaks forth into acknowledgements, 
and in fecret refolves to make all poiBble 
returns of praife, and obedience. What ihall 
we fay then, if the fame men afterwards 
afcribe them to their own addrefs, or in-: 
duftry ; or inftead of employing them to the 
honour of God, and the benefit of their fellow 
creatures, make them fubfcrvient to the purr 
pofes of Oppreffion, and Lufl? if inflead of 
communicating, they engrofsthem; and inflead 
of being the better men for them, are fo much 
the worfe ? if they prefume upon their prefent 
profperity, and cry out / Jball never be re-r 
moved ? yet this is the cafe with many or moft 
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of mankind, and is one inftance among other^ 
where we forget our folemneft vows, and 
to our everlafting undoing, infult the Almighty^ 

A fecond very intereftittg period is when 
we are furrounded with calamittes. This is ^ 
feafon when the mind, free from that dif- 
fipation and levity that attend on more fortu- 
nate hours, is attentive, and thoughtful. He 
who in an hapr^^j^ ^^ite could not fee the 
indulgence of providence, readily acknowledges 
the correfting hand of it : he knows in the 
hands of God are the Ijfues of Life and Deaths 
of good and evil: and perfuaded as he muft be, 
that he, who made the wovmd, alone can bind 
it up; he betakes him to confeffion and 
prayer; calls hispaft ways to remembrance, 
renews his former vows of amendment, 
and, till the prefent jftorm is blown over, is a 
new, and a much better man. Strange, that 
at the firft dawn of happinefs, all thefe im- 
preffions wear off! yet thus it is with moft 
of US; few have the gratitude to think, and to 
fay with the Pfalmift, / will go into thine houfe 
with burnt offerings^ and will pay thee the 
vows which I promifed with my lips, and 
fpake with my mouth whert I was in trouble. 
And yet for all thefe violations of plighted 
obedience God will call us to judgment : How 
we can exped): to be heard when in fuuire 
diftrefs we recur to the fame means for fuccour; 
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w^ have fo much abufed; or how indeed 
truft ou^elves and our own rdohttions^ are 
matters Ffeo^not conceive. Sure I am, that 
the pftner we make it neceflary to repeat thefe, 
the more we ihalt fiand in need of them; 
and perhaps^ bfcaufe we ihall fiand ifi need of 
them, diey fhall profit v» little. 



The fam« may WlptkH^tcaitprofell^ons im 
Healthy and in Sivknefs; butTasthefe may be 
included in Profperify and jidverjity^ I her^ 
pwrpofely wave them: but not till I have 
firft entreated you to recoUeft the folenut 
vows of amendment ye have made when at 
any time ye have thought yourfelves in dan-' 
ger of dying; when your Soul fee^med to me- 
ditate a flight, and every thing here to be re- 
tailing* The fame vows have ye made, when 
ye have thought yourfelves recovering from 
th^ Gates of Death: what vows of fo- 
briety, and temperance ! what adcnowledge* 
ments of God's mercies, and favours ! . what 
refolutions to fecure an intereft in him in cafe 
of a fecond attack I yet all this, it may be, lafts 
only till our health is eftablilhed^ and theri 
is laid aiide till the next fit of iickhefs^ But is 
this not horrible trifling ? Is it not immoral iii 
the higheft degree ? and may we hqt juftly 
expeft that God will fay to. us bfcaufe. thii 

people 
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eopJe draweth nigh unto me wiih their mduthy 
ut their, heart is far jrom me^ I alfo 'will 

mock at their calamity ^ and laugh when their' fear 

cometh. 



t 



The inftances which have been produced 
are fufficient for the plirpofeof the prefent 
difcourfej for otherwise I might proceed to 
Hiew the fame Inconftancy, and incorififtenfce 
in thofe ^ refokitions We make, as we gh'de 
along the current of life. In each of the 
great Stages of it we promife to a(5l well in the 
next: our Manhood (hall corredl the follies of 
Youth ; and Age, like kindly Autiutins, ripen 
the fruits of Manhood. The feafons return, 
and pur profeillons return : one year fucceeds 
to a former, and another to that ; till he who 
intended to be H ne\v man the next day, finds 
he has unexpectedly arrived at his laji. Here, 
to his other offences, comes the accumulated 
guilt of numberlefs , Refolutions to quit them, 
and the confcioufnefs that he never could 
depend on them, finks him to his Grave in 
Defpair. 

Promife therefore unto the Lord and keep itj 
and whenever a fenfe of blefiSngs received, a 
dread of evil to come, or any other motive 
difpofes you to religious Reflexions and Re- 

S folutions. 



( HO ) 

folutions, remember the words of the Son 
of ^irach, BETTER IT IS THOU 
SEOULDESt NOT VOW, THAN 
THAT fHOU SHOULDEST 
VOW, AND NOT PAY. 






THE END. 
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